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Welcome to the “Centred” six-week devotional. My prayer is that you will develop a lifestyle
of daily reading God’s word and that your life would become centred on Jesus Christ. Two
key verses that helped to inspire this project are Galatians 1:15 “But even before I was
born, God chose me and called me by his marvelous grace. Then it pleased him 16 to reveal
his Son to me so that I would proclaim the Good News about Jesus to the Gentiles”, and
Philippians 3:8 ”Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”
These scriptures have become two of my favorites in the last few months.
The Apostle Paul is one of my heroes in the Bible. He was a preacher of the Gospel, defender
of Christ, a builder of Jesus’ Church and of course, a writer of much of the Holy Spirit inspired
New Testament and letters to the Churches. We know he suffered greatly to accomplish his
calling. He was stoned once, shipwrecked three times, beaten three times with rods, took
39 lashes five times, was in prison repeatedly and on top of it all, carried a burden for the
Churches. I am sure that we will only know of Paul’s total list of accomplishments when we
get to heaven. One thing we do know is that many of us probably would not have the good
news of Jesus and eternal life if it was not for Paul whom God called to bring the good news
to the gentiles, which, 2000 years later, leads to you and I.
It is amazing to me that this man who termed himself “the worst of all sinners” would
become one of the most influential men that ever lived because of his encounter with Christ
and unending sacrifice to the cause to which he was commissioned.
The question I have asked several times is this: what centered Paul? What sustained him and
kept him going? What kept him on mission after being stoned or in a dark prison? What kept
him preaching, teaching and writing?
I have come to this one conclusion: he had experienced Christ and that encounter would be
a growing experience that would continue for the rest of Paul’s life and it is probably still
going on in eternity right now. In Acts 9, Paul has his first encounter where he meets the
resurrected Christ with a light so bright it blinds his sight, and he hears the audible voice
of Jesus. Somewhere on his journey he is taught of Christ, maybe in the three days before
meeting Ananias or in the three years before he meets Peter and James the brother of Jesus?
We don’t know for sure. But we do know that he was taught by direct revelation of Jesus
Christ (Gal 1:12). At the end of his life he was saying the words that I believe we will be
saying for all eternity found in Philippians chapter 3 “Yes, everything else is worthless when
compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” Because I believe we
will be discovering the wonder of the grace and love of Jesus for us for all eternity. Paul
had seen Christ, was taught of Christ and knew more of the mysteries of the good news than
anyone yet he still wanted to know Christ more. That is what centered Paul. That is what
centers us through all that life brings. My question for you today is “have you experienced
Jesus lately? Are you hungry to experience more of Christ?”
I am praying that this experience of Christ centers you today in His goodness, grace and
love for you and also propels you on your mission to do God’s will for your life. May we
experience Jesus and know him more and more as we study Gods word together over the
next six weeks.
P.S. My first experience of knowing Christ was at age 14 and at age 45, I am still saying
“That I might know HIM”.
Blessings and love, Pastor J

WEEK ONE

JESUS IS...

JESUS
THE SON
OF GOD
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Matthew 14: 28 Then Peter called
to him, “Lord, if it’s really you,
tell me to come to you, walking on
the water.” 29 “Yes, come,” Jesus
said. So, Peter went over the side
of the boat and walked on the water
toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw
the strong wind and the waves, he
was terrified and began to sink.
“Save me, Lord!” he shouted.
31 Jesus immediately reached out
and grabbed him. “You have so
little faith,” Jesus said. “Why did
you doubt me?” 32 When they
climbed back into the boat, the
wind stopped. 33 Then the disciples
worshiped him. “You really are the
Son of God!” they exclaimed.

GO DEEPER

Isaiah 9, 1 Timothy 2:5, Acts
7:55, Luke 1, John 1:34, Matthew
3:17; 4; 8; 14:33; 27:54, Acts 9:20

PRAY

My prayer for you today is that your
faith is fully centered on your belief
of who Jesus is, he is the Man Jesus
Christ. He is the Son of God.
WEEK 1 : JESUS IS...

Throughout the bible various practical descriptors are
used to help us understand the person of Jesus Christ
more intimately. In week one we will look at seven of these.

THOUGHTS

The title “Son of God” is used in the New Testament 39 times and is one
of the most important titles used of Christ. This title is used to indicate the
divine nature of Jesus which is so important because if we do not believe
that Jesus was Divine, if we do not believe he is God in the flesh, then he
is no different from any other teacher or spiritual leader that has lived and
walked the earth. Jesus’ death on the cross would also be irrelevant and would
make no difference to our spirituality or our eternal salvation. If Jesus was not
fully God, his sacrifice would have been insufficient for our sin. If he was not
fully man, he could not be our substitute. These terms Son of God and Son of
Man are crucial for our faith in God and our salvation through His son, Jesus
Christ. Both titles are displayed in 1 Timothy 2 where it says “There is one
God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ
Jesus. 6 He gave his life to purchase freedom for everyone.”
Notice the term “The Man Christ Jesus” signifying his Humanity and Deity in
one phrase. Notice, there is ONE God and ONE Mediator. The reality is there
have been many good teachers, authors, and schoolers but there is only ONE
Jesus, ONE Saviour, ONE Son of God that could take my sin, your sin, and
the sin of the world. Often the terms Son of God and Son of Man are out in
the open for you to see but many times they are hidden for you to find in Old
Testament prophecy such as Isaiah 9 where it says, “Unto us a Child is Born,
and unto us a Son is given”, speaking of Jesus birth and human nature in his
birth, speaking of His divine nature as he was given from God. I invite you to
see this as you read God’s word and you will find the wonder and awe of Jesus’
nature everywhere you look.
This belief in Christ, the Son of God, is the beginning of our faith, but I would
also say it is the sustaining and keeping of our faith. Many people in the New
Testament used this title to proclaim their faith such as the Angel Gabriel,
John the Baptist, The Disciples, demons, satan, the Roman Centurion, Paul
the Apostle and Father God himself. In Matthew 3:17, the Father said, “This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”. It is this title “Son of God” that
solidifies and centers our belief in a God that came to us in human form, was
born of a virgin, died on the cross, rose to life and is sitting at God’s right hand
in his resurrected body.
In the story found in Matthew 4, the disciples see that Jesus is Lord over the
universe, and over the wind and waves. Because of what they saw, their faith
came out of their mouths and they proclaimed, “You really are the Son of
God!”
DAY 1

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

JESUS THE GROOM

John 3:27-30: 27 To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from
heaven. 28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead
of him.’ 29 The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom
waits and listens for him and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy
is mine, and it is now complete. 30 He must become greater; I must become less.”

THOUGHTS

John refers to Jesus as the “bridegroom” and himself as the friend of the groom. To fully understand Jesus as the groom,
we need to understand ancient Jewish weddings. Weddings were a beautiful celebration in Jewish culture and one that
any Jew would be well acquainted with. Using this to describe Jesus and the relationship he wants with each of us and
his church created a clear picture in the mind of any Jew listening. Jewish weddings consisted of two parts, the “Erusin”
which means betrothal and the “Nissuin” which is the actual wedding and consummation of the wedding. (This of
course, is very similar to our engagement and then wedding ceremony, except for the engagement period for a Jewish
couple was just as legally binding as the actual wedding itself) The Groom and his father would meet with the bride and
her father to discuss the marriage agreement. Typically, a dowry (or gift) would be presented to the father of the bride
as compensation for the fact that the bride would be leaving home and they would be losing that vital help and would
possibly have to hire someone.
Once the dowry had been arranged and accepted, the groom and his father would go back to their home to start to build
a “room” or addition onto the family home for the future couple. This building project could take anywhere from six
months to a year and it was entirely up to the groom’s father to determine when he felt the room was sufficiently prepared.
The bride would also use this time to prepare herself with beauty procedures as well as learning many domestic skills.
Neither the bride nor the groom would know the exact day that the father of the groom would finally allow the son to
be done with the building preparations, but once the grooms father gave his approval, the groom and his wedding party
would run through the streets shouting and celebrating. The bride and the whole community would quickly find out that
it was time for the wedding. The actual wedding ceremony was often small and intimate but following the wedding there
would be a huge feast that everyone and anyone would be invited to.
The wedding creates a beautiful picture for us. Jesus the groom, loves us. He loves his church, and He enters a relationship
with us that is not temporal but eternal. He gladly paid a price to have this relationship with us and his commitment to us
is unending. His love for us goes beyond this lifetime and into eternity where he is preparing a place for us to live with
him forever and ever. John 14: …2In My Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
am going there to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and welcome you
into My presence, so that you also may be where I am.

APPLY

Jesus is referred to as the groom and us as believers as
his bride. The groom spent time preparing, but so did
the bride in Jewish Culture. Today we would refer to
this period of preparation as “sanctification” or holiness,
which means to be set apart. A simple or broader definition
of sanctification is when something is set apart and then
used for its original purpose or function. Are you living
as one who is “set apart”? How are you using each day to
discover and function fully in your original purpose as a
worshipper and follower of Jesus? What do you feel like
God is asking you to do today as you fully function in
your purpose?
WEEK 1 : JESUS IS...

GO DEEPER

John 3:29, Matthew 9:15, Luke 5:34,
Revelation 22:17, 2 Corinthians 11:2

PRAY

Lord help me today to recognize you as the one who
loves me, who has entered an everlasting commitment
with me and to always remember that you are preparing
an eternal home for me. Help me today to fully function
in my purpose. Help me remember that today you have
a purpose for me and that I would have the strength and
wisdom to do it.
DAY 2

JESUS THE LAMB
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward
him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said,
‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because
he was before me.’ 31 I, myself, did not know him, but
the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might
be revealed to Israel.” 32 Then John gave this testimony:
“I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and
remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the
one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man
on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the
one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen,
and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”

APPLY

Because of the sacrifice of Jesus the Lamb of God we are
now cleansed from every sin. What sins do you need to
apply the blood of the “lamb of God” to and walk away
from, knowing that you are now washed clean of your past?

PRAY

Lord help me to realize that my sins have all been
forgiven because of your blood. I no longer live
stained by my past. Help me to live as a blood bought
child of the king and walk in confidence that my
sins no longer define me. In Jesus Name. Amen

GO DEEPER

Read Exodus 12

WEEK 1 : JESUS IS...

THOUGHTS

Since the inception of sin in the garden of Eden, God
has been on a rescue mission to reconcile humanity to
himself. The lamb would become a significant symbol
of this rescue plan through an event called The Passover.
In the Old Testament the Israelites were enslaved to the
nation of Egypt, which, in the Bible, is symbolic of sin
or the world, and God used a man named Moses to be
their deliverer or to set them free. Pharaoh, the king of
Egypt, was a hard hearted and extremely proud man,
who, of course, did not want to free the Israelites. This
resulted in God unleashing ten plagues against the
Egyptian nation. The final plague was death to all the
first-born male children. The Israelites were instructed
to find a blemish-free lamb, kill it and spread its blood
over the door frames of their homes. When the angel saw
the blood, he would “pass over” that house and go to the
next home. Of course, the Egyptians were given no such
instructions, so when the death angel came to their house,
he killed any first-born males he found within. In the
wake of this devastation, Pharaoh released the Israelites,
and they began their exodus out of Egypt and toward the
land that God had promised. This night was monumental
to the Hebrews and God instructed them to celebrate the
Passover every year to remember what He had done.
Fast forward to the New Testament and Jesus and his
disciples, who were all Jews, were in Jerusalem to celebrate
the Passover Festival. The final supper we read about in
all four of the gospels, was really the disciples and Jesus
partaking in the “Passover Seder” or “Passover Supper”
and was actually Jesus’ last meal with his disciples before
his death. Jesus was crucified during the Passover Festival
because he was our Passover lamb, the perfect sacrifice
whose blood would “cover” our sins so that death would
not be able to touch us. When Jesus came, he stated that
He was fulfilling all the laws set out in the Old Testament
and by his death he fulfilled once and for all the need
for blood to be shed for the forgiveness of sins. Because
of him, death now has to Passover us and will can live
forever with him in heaven.

DAY 3

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Colossians 1:18 GNT He is the head of his body, the church;
he is the source of the body’s life. He is the first-born Son,
who was raised from death, in order that he alone might
have the first place in all things

JESUS THE HEAD
OF THE BODY
APPLY

Have you ever stopped to
really think about Jesus
as the head of the church?
How does that knowledge
potentially change your
attitude towards the church
and your commitment to it?

WEEK 1 : JESUS IS...

PRAY

Father, thank you
that I am part of your
church, the body of
Christ, filled with His
life and power. Help
me to surrender to
fully receive your life
in me that I may fully
function in your body
as a demonstration
of who you are.

THOUGHTS

The life of the Church comes from Jesus. So much is
revealed in this simple statement about Jesus. First of
all, it conveys his position. He is the head. The body
does not tell the head what to do; the head directs the
body. So, it is with the church. The church follows Jesus.
When we give our lives to Jesus, it is to follow Him.
It also conveys order. Jesus rose first from the dead
to be the head of the church, and the body followed
as we received His life in us. It was not possible for
the body to come into existence without Jesus first
being raised from the dead. But the part that is so
impacting is that Jesus is the source of the body’s
life. In other words, the life of the church comes from
Jesus, and without him, the church would not exist.
A body can’t live without a head. This verse makes it
clear that the church is not simply a club or gathering
or a group of like-minded individuals or an event.
That may be how we first experienced the church –
someone may have given us an invitation to an event,
or a service and we found ourselves gathered in a
room with other people and were told this was church.
What we call church is really a time when the church
gathers in worship and reveals the life of Jesus within
it. The church has a life of its own; His name is Jesus,
and we express Him when we gather. His presence
is tangibly felt. Act 17:28 reads “For in him we
live and move and have our being.” It’s a beautiful
description of the church, full of the life of Jesus.

DAY 4

JESUS THE CORNERSTONE
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Ephesians 2:19-21 “Consequently, you are no longer
foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people
and members of God’s household, built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as
the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord”

APPLY

What areas of your private life have you not built on the
foundation of Jesus? Have you found where you fit in the
building of the local church? If you are not already serving
in that capacity, how can you start now?

GO DEEPER

Isaiah 28:16-17, I Peter 2:4, Mark 12:10, Psalms 118:22

THOUGHTS

Very few of us will ever build a house with our own
two hands, and that is probably a good thing based on
my skill sets and how I’m sure any house I would try to
build would turn out. But back in the culture and world
that the bible was being written in, it was very common
for people to construct their own homes. And as a
result, most people understood just how important the
cornerstone was. The cornerstone was the foundational
stone, usually placed first before any other stones, and
always in the corner of the edifice, which would then
guide the workers to know where every other stone
would be placed. It would allow the foundation to
support the weight of the house and if the cornerstone
were removed, the building would not last.
Jesus is referred to as the cornerstone in both the Old
Testament and the New Testament. He is the ultimate
foundation and center of our faith. He gives us the
parameters and the direction we need, to build a life
for both now and eternity. The bible is clear that for
some people the corner stone of Christ would be a
sure foundation but for others it would be a stumbling
stone as people choose a life rooted in self. When we
build a life without Jesus as our cornerstone, we are
building outside of the divine plan that God has for
us. We are building a life rooted in the flesh and in
selfishness, and it cannot last. And He is not just the
cornerstone of our individual lives, but the cornerstone
of the church of Jesus, into which we are one of many
stones fit together to create something amazing on the
planet. That means we choose Jesus and purpose over
preference; we align to the direction He has set and not
the other way around.

PRAY

Jesus, help me to build my life on you and nothing else. Help me to recognize where I have built
on other foundations and help me to align my life according to the plan and foundation you have
set before I even breathed my first breath. And help me find my place in the building of your great
church, to recognize what my part is to make your house glorious on the planet. In Jesus name.

WEEK 1 : JESUS IS...

DAY 5

JESUS THE LION
OF JUDAH
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Genesis 49:8 - 10 “Judah, your brothers will praise you;
your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s
sons will bow down to you. You are a lion’s cub, Judah;
you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches
and lies down, like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? The
scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from
between his feet, until he to whom it belongs shall come and
the obedience of the nations shall be his

GO DEEPER

Read Exodus 11

APPLY

Acknowledging Jesus as our king changes how we relate to
Him. Are there any areas of your life where you still need
to let Jesus be king? Take a moment and surrender those
areas now.

WEEK 1 : JESUS IS...

THOUGHTS

Jesus, the lion of Judah, is our conquering victorious
king who reigns forever.
God is known in scripture as the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob had 12 sons from which came
the 12 tribes of Israel. Near the end of his life, Jacob
blesses each of his sons, speaking prophetically over
each of the tribes.
Jacob’s fourth son was Judah. Jacob declares that Judah
will reign over the other tribes, foretelling that Judah is
a kingly tribe. From this tribe came King David and
King Solomon and eventually King Jesus.
But Jesus was far more than an earthly king. Jacob sets
his kingship apart when he declares Judah to be a lion’s
cub who will devour his prey, revealing that there will
be a king who rules overall. Jacob goes on to say that
the scepter, which is the possession of a king, will never
depart from Judah and that the nations of the world
will come into obedience to this lion cub, revealing the
deity of Jesus. He is our conquering victorious king
who reigns forever.

PRAY

Father we rejoice that in Jesus you gave us a king, the
lion of Judah, who reigns overall. We put our trust in
Him, knowing that he defeated every enemy and that
his rule will never end.

DAY 6

JESUS THE WORD OF GOD
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

THOUGHTS

John 1:1 – 3 In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. John 2
He was in the beginning with God.
John 3 All things came into being
through Him, and apart from Him
nothing came into being that has
come into being

Words are powerful. They have the power to build up or tear down. We build
relationships, reputations, trust, and memories with them. But the power of
words goes way beyond just that. Genesis teaches us that when God created the
world and everything in it, he did it by speaking things into being, or with words.

APPLY

This verse also provides perhaps the clearest statement of Jesus’ identity in
spiritual terms. Jesus is and always has been God, but a distinct and separate
part of the trinity. Jesus is the only part of the Godhead that man has ever seen.
No one has seen God or the Holy Spirit, just the effects He has on the natural
realm. But Jesus was seen, he was touched, he lived among humanity and he
was the bridge between divinity and humanity. Jesus brought into the world
the full plan of God to restore humanity and deliver us from the power of sin
and death. What God had thought and intended since the fall of man in the
garden, Jesus manifested in the flesh on the planet. What was once invisible
became visible in the person of Jesus Christ. Every promise of God was fulfilled,
every law of God was completed, and the plan of God had been accomplished.

What words have you been speaking
over your life? Are they creating life
or death for you? How can your
words start to line up with God’s
life-giving words over you and your
situation?

GO DEEPER

Genesis 1, Colossians 1:15,16

In Greek culture and philosophy, the “Word” or Logos (the Greek word
translated “word”) referred to the bridge between the transcendent and
material universe. John used this concept of logos or “word” as a divine
reference to introduce Jesus as the bridge between divinity and humanity.

PRAY

Thank you Jesus for becoming the visible form of an invisible God. Thank you for manifesting every promise of God
ever given and taking on the form of a man so we could see the love and power and incredible awesomeness of God.
Help me to study your word more, looking deeper for more truth of God and his nature by studying the life you lived
and the words you spoke while you were on the earth. Help me lord to use your words to create the destiny you have for
me. In Jesus Name. Amen.
WEEK 1 : JESUS IS...

DAY 7

WEEK TWO
JESUS
IN
THE
HISTORICAL
BOOKS

Throughout the Old Testament there are several accounts
of Jesus Christ, the second member of the Godhead,
appearing to people, before he became incarnate. Think of it
like a cameo, like Stan Lee appearing in his marvel movies.
Jesus is eternal, not created, so why wouldn’t he choose to
show up in the moments of history? Our God is not a deistic
uninvolved savior, he loves, he cares, and he intervenes.
This week we are going to look at a few examples of this.

THE OAKS OF MAMRE

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Genesis 18:1-4 The Lord appeared to Abraham near the
great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance
to his tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abraham looked up
and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them,
he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and
bowed low to the ground.3 He said, “If I have found favor
in your eyes, my lord,[a] do not pass your servant by. 4 Let
a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your
feet and rest under this tree. 5 Let me get you something
to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—
now that you have come to your servant.” “Very well,” they
answered, “do as you say.” 6 So Abraham hurried into the
tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seats[b] of the
finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.” 7 Then he
ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave
it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8 He then brought
some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared and
set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them
under a tree. 9 “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him.
“There, in the tent,” he said. 10 Then one of them said, “I
will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah
your wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening at the
entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11 Abraham and
Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of
childbearing. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought,
“After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this
pleasure?” 13 Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did
Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I
am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return
to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have
a son.” 15 Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not
laugh.” But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

GO DEEPER

Isaiah
59:1,
Genesis
14:18-20,
Genesis
21

PRAY

Lord, align my thoughts with
your will and plan. Help
me to choose your word
and your plan despite my
current circumstances. Give
me the grace and strength
I need to follow through.

THOUGHTS

This is a bit of an obscure scripture to start the week
off with. Abraham is presumably minding his own
business, and BOOM, “the Lord appears.” Abraham
gives him some bread and cheese, and then the “Lord”
promises a child to Sarah and Abraham. Then Sarah
has some denial about her odd sense of humor.
A couple observations. First, Abraham recognizes the
Lord. The Lord appears and Abraham goes right to his
knees in reverence. I believe Abraham recognized the
Lord so quickly because he had met him before. (See
the devo on Melchizedek, Gen 14).
Secondly, if you were to have an experience with a
pre-incarnate Christ and 2 angels, please don’t pull
a Sarah. What is more unbelievable? That you are
seeing GOD or that you can have a baby in old age?
If the impossible is already happening to you, the
impossible can happen to you again! God’s words! “Is
anything too hard for the Lord?”

APPLY

Let’s not let our experience
dictate
our
theology.
Experience is a great teacher,
but a horrible savior. Sarah
looked to her circumstance
instead of the word of God.
Sarah looked at the list of
her disqualifications, God
did not. Choose to envision
your life the way God
does! Choose to follow
His purpose and plans!

WEEK 2 : JESUS IN THE HISTORICAL BOOKS

DAY 1

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Genesis 32:22-32 That night Jacob got up and took his
two wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent
them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions.
24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with
him till daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could
not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s
hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with
the man. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is
daybreak.” But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go
unless you bless me.” 27 The man asked him, “What
is your name?” “Jacob,” he answered. 28 Then the man
said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel,
because you have struggled with God and with humans
and have overcome.” 29 Jacob said, “Please tell me your
name.” But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?”
Then he blessed him there. 30 So Jacob called the place
Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face,
and yet my life was spared.” 31 The sun rose above
him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because
of his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do not
eat the tendon attached to the socket of the hip, because
the socket of Jacob’s hip was touched near the tendon.

THOUGHTS

Jacob was on the run! He had deceived, dodged, ducked,
dipped, dived, and dodged his brother Esau. (Not to mention
the weird… accidentally marrying the wrong person - side
story). He was afraid, but he knew he would have to face
the music, but first he faced God. In fact, he wrestled with
God, petitioned Him for a blessing, and was physically
aggressive with the pre-incarnate Christ. He had no quit in
him. He had come too far, been through too much to give
up, so he said to God, “I will not let go, until you bless
me…” I feel like we can approach this account and just
surmise that we should be more aggressive with God, and
that may be one interpretation of the scripture. However,
I think there is also a deeper one. Jacob had a learned
behavior that he could always eventually get his way, he
just had to be cunning enough to get it. The birthright, the
wives, the running, but eventually this pattern caught up
with him. He couldn’t manipulate God. So, as he wrestled
and wrestled…. God eventually goes… “This guy is not
going to give up…” and touches the socket of his hip, and
Jacob falls into the God’s arms. It is believed that since
that day Jacob walked with a limp. A humbling comes
before the blessing. Determination and ambition are great,
but let’s not be MORE those things than we are humble.

JACOB WRESTLES WITH GOD
GO DEEPER
Genesis

APPLY

25-33

This passage can be applied practically to our prayer life. Truth is the razor’s edge
between 2 opposing heresies. On one side we may think we shouldn’t petition God
too strongly, but on the other side, we may read this and think we should approach God
combatively. Let us approach God in prayer with the same determination as Jacob.
We can read the rest of the story and see that he was humbled yet remained determined.
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PRAY

Father help me to remain humble.
Help me to stay determined.
Thank you for your love and
grace. Guide me today as I
work to become more like you!

DAY 2

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

JOSHUA AND THE LORD
OF ANGEL ARMIES

Joshua 5:13-15 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn
sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” 14 “Neither,” he replied, “but
as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and
asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his servant?” 15 The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take
off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

THOUGHTS

Joshua is one day before the biggest moment of his life (the walls of Jericho story in Joshua 6), he just doesn’t know it
yet. He has an encounter with Jesus. We know this, because as he falls to his face in reverence, the man does not reply…
“Do not worship me…” He accepts Joshua’s worship. In every other instance, if it was an angel who had appeared, the
angel would instruct the person to not bow down to worship them because angels are deeply aware that only God is
deserving of our worship.
Before Joshua could lead the people of Israel to a rather obscure task, like walking around a city for 7 days in a row to
secure victory, he had to have an encounter with Jesus! This is the same for us. Before we can go and do what we are
truly called to do, we need to have an encounter with Christ. He directs our path, graces us with wisdom and strength,
and provides favor and opportunity.

APPLY

PRAY

Let us seek Jesus and His righteousness first, and
have all other things added to us. Let’s pursue
Jesus first, not his blessings. Let us approach
with humility, worship, and reverence. As we
seek Him, he will guide our steps.

Father help us to seek you
first. Help us to readily
listen to your will and plan
for us. Guide us, lead us,
and fill us as we pursue you!

GO DEEPER
Joshua 6
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DAY 3

THE FOURTH MAN IN THE FIRE
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Daniel 3:24-29 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and
asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the
fire?” They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 25 He said, “Look! I see four men
walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a
son of the gods.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing
furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most
High God, come out! Come here!” So, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came
out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded
around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair
of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of
fire on them. 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They
trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their
lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore
I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the
God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be
turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”

APPLY

Let’s
embrace
difficult
situations knowing that it
may be an opportunity to
experience Jesus in a closer
way. Let’s move beyond our
comfort zone and remember
that the path of least resistance
is likely not the narrow path
God has called us to live.

GO

DEEPER

Matthew 7:14, Jonah 2

PRAY

Lord, help us to embrace every moment
remembering that you can redeem any
situation, no matter how bleak. Give us
the patience we need. Help these moments
to transform us into the image of your son.
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THOUGHTS

The three Hebrew boys refused
to worship the idol that was set
up and earned themselves a oneway trip to a fiery furnace. As
they entered the furnace, the evil
king recognized that another
man is in the fire with them and
he “looks like a son of the gods”.
Of course, we know that 4th man
to be Jesus!
This was the worst day of their
lives. I can’t imagine topping the
time we got thrown into a blazing
furnace… the only possible
worse thing may be accidentally
spilling your coffee. Think of it
this way, on their WORST day,
in their WORST moment, that
is simultaneously the EXACT
moment they saw Jesus the most
clearly. As unfortunate as it is,
sometimes our most difficult
moments are also the moments
required for us to remember
that we cannot save ourselves.
Difficulties may be a form of
grace. Not ordained by God but
redeemed by Him. He is in the
business of righting wrongs!

DAY 4

ISAIAH GLIMPSES JESUS

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 6:1-8 1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his
robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with
two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds
shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and
I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” 6 Then one of the seraphim
flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and
said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

THOUGHTS

In the year King Uzziah died, even as the nation was in a moral and spiritual decline, Isaiah encountered the Lord. God
is still present, coming and calling His people, even when it seems like He has departed. Isaiah’s encounter - whether
an actual event or a vision received in the temple - had a dramatic and genuine effect. We need to remember that the
bible says no man has seen God, so we have to assume who Isaiah saw was Jesus, the visible image of an invisible God.
Can you imagine how great the sight, that it would cause creatures to call out “Holy! Holy! Holy!” in worship for all
eternity? (The three-fold declaration may be taken as a suggestion of the Trinity.) As humans, when we see something
of wonder or excellence, there is an exclamation of praise that naturally erupts from us. This is how we have been
designed. If you don’t believe it, just try and stifle the cheer that wants to erupt when your favorite sports team wins the
big game – you’ll damage yourself in some way - maybe pop a blood vessel!
When we see another facet of God’s greatness, praise naturally wants to erupt from within us. That’s the experience of
the creatures in heaven: eternally they are glimpsing the greatness of God - each view is like seeing another facet in a
beautiful diamond - and with each glimpse, there is an eruption of “Holy! Holy! Holy!”
This had no small effect on Isaiah. It brought him to an awareness of God‘s greatness and an awareness of his own
sinfulness. It led him to confess his sins a marvelous paradox of knowing guilt and unworthiness, and at the same time
God’s wonderful acceptance and qualification.
All good theology leads to doxology. The more of God we glimpse, it ought to lead to more praise eruptions in our life,
not less. Sometimes we think passion and excitement are characteristic of new believers only, and as people mature in
the Lord, they “calm down.” Let it not be so with us. Let us continue to look upon the greatness and goodness of our
God, and continually erupt with new passion, praise, and willingness to devote ourselves to God’s work again and again.

Read

Revelation

4

and

see

John

GO

describing

APPLY

DEEPER

Ask yourself the following questions: Are there areas in your
life with God where you believed that declining passion is
natural or inevitable? How will you let the humility that
arises from glimpsing God affect your interactions with
others today? How will you let your glimpse of Jesus
empower your calling today?
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a

similar

glimpse
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God’s
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heaven.

PRAY

Lord help me continually erupt with new
passion and praise for you. Let me see you today
and catch a glimpse of another facet of your
goodness and greatness. I determine today to
love you and serve you in awe of you. May it
never get old in my life. In Jesus name. Amen.
DAY 5

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Numbers 21:4-9 4 Then they
journeyed from Mount Hor by
the way of the Red Sea, to go
around the land of Edom; and the
soul of the people became very
discouraged on the way. 5 And
the people spoke against God and
against Moses: “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die
in the wilderness? For there is no
food and no water, and our soul
loathes this worthless bread.” 6
So the LORD sent fiery serpents
among the people, and they bit the
people; and many of the people of
Israel died. 7 Therefore the people
came to Moses, and said, “We have
sinned, for we have spoken against
the LORD and against you; pray
to the LORD that He take away
the serpents from us.” So, Moses
prayed for the people. 8 Then the
LORD said to Moses, “Make a
fiery serpent, and set it on a pole;
and it shall be that everyone who
is bitten, when he looks at it, shall
live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze
serpent, and put it on a pole; and
so it was, if a serpent had bitten
anyone, when he looked at the
bronze serpent, he lived.

GO DEEPER

John 3 (entire chapter)

THOUGHTS

The Israelites once again spoke out foolishly against God and brought his
judgement upon themselves, this time in the form of poisonous snakes. In this
account we see a definite pattern of how God saves and heals his people. All
of us, like the Israelites, have been bitten by selfish living and carry the poison
of sin within us. No matter how hard we try, we cannot cure ourselves of that
poison and it is slowly but surely bringing us death. It was not a coincidence
that God used a serpent on a pole in the wilderness. He was reminding them,
and us, that all this began in the garden of Eden when Adam and Eve chose to
listen to the serpent and disobey God, which then ushered sin and destruction
into the human race.
The first step to their salvation from death was repentance. They confessed their
wrongdoing and asked for help and forgiveness. That is still our first step to life.
Secondly, they had to acknowledge that there was only one way to find life!
There were not various options or ways to obtain what they were looking for.
There was just one way – to look at the bronze serpent that had been lifted high.
Jesus emphatically states that there is still only one way to salvation and that is
through him. Thousands of year later, Jesus would be lifted high on a pole called
a cross, and the only way people can find life is to turn to him, repent of their
wrongdoing and recognize that he is the exalted king.
Application: The Israelites sinned because they were greatly discouraged. How
can you deal with discouragement before it causes you to murmur and complain
against God and the leaders he has put in your life? Are there areas of your life
that you have still been trying to find other ways to find healing and joy? The
good news is that even though we have all been bitten by sin, Jesus is our cure
and our salvation from death. Repent today and find life again.

THE BRONZE SERPENT
IN THE WILDERNESS
PRAY

Lord thank you that from the beginning of time it has always been your plan to
save me and heal me. Forgive me for the moments I have spoken out against
you. Help me Lord when I am discouraged to look to you for my joy and my
hope and my life. Help me to always remember that you are my only source of
forgiveness and healing. In Jesus Name. Amen.
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DAY 6

GIDEON ENCOUNTERS THE LORD
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Judges 6:6-14 Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for help. 7 When the Israelites cried
out to the Lord because of Midian, 8 he sent them a prophet, who said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I
brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 9 I rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians. And I delivered
you from the hand of all your oppressors; I drove them out before you and gave you their land. 10 I said to you, ‘I am
the Lord your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have not listened to me.”
11 The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son
Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the Lord appeared to
Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” 13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is
with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did
not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 14 The
Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”

THOUGHTS

Judges 6 records a time when God’s people are suffering from a leadership crisis of huge dimensions: they no longer
had leaders to follow like Moses and Joshua - leaders who seemed impossible to replace. The final verse of Judges
vividly describes the sad state of affairs: “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.” (Judges 21:25)
Invading Midianites occupied the land and confiscated its wealth and produce. This forced people to get creative.
Gideon hid his wheat from the enemy by threshing it indoors, in a winepress, rather than threshing it outside
in the open air as usual. The people found ways to adapt to their situation rather than changing the situation.
How many times have we adapted to our situation rather than recognizing we have God’s power to change
the situation? Have we used our creativity, resources and faith to adapt to a situation that should be changed?
The angel of the Lord, likely Christ himself, appears to Gideon to reveal his hidden calling and potential. Christ calls
him “mighty warrior.” When God calls you, you may be surprised at what he says about you – you may think He’s
talking to somebody else! God calls you according to how He sees you, not according to how you see yourself. The
Lord’s estimation of us is so different from our own. Only God truly knows us, what He has put in us, and what he
intends to accomplish through us. We don’t even know ourselves. Therefore, we shouldn’t shy away from opportunity
when it comes, thinking “that’s not my spiritual gifting” or “I’m not capable.” We don’t even know ourselves, so how
can we say “I’m not the right person” to the God who calls us? him “mighty warrior.” When God calls you, you may
be surprised at what he says about you – you may think He’s talking to somebody else! God calls you according to how
He sees you, not according to how you see yourself. The Lord’s estimation of us is so different from our own. Only God
truly knows us, what He has put in us, and what he intends to accomplish through us. We don’t even know ourselves.
Therefore, we shouldn’t shy away from opportunity when it comes, thinking “that’s not my spiritual gifting” or “I’m
not capable.” We don’t even know ourselves, so how can we say “I’m not the right person” to the God who calls us?

APPLY

What situations have you
adapted to where you are now
going to believe God to change?
What opportunities are you
going to embrace rather than
decline, knowing that God
knows you better than you
know yourself?

PRAY

Lord, help me see where I have resisted your
calling, thinking I know myself better than
you know me. I determine to say “yes” to
your calls, and not argue with you. Thank
you for seeing so much more in me than I
even see in myself. Help me to effect change
in situations today according to your call, in
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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GO DEEPER

Read in Exodus 3 how Moses
resisted God’s calling, like
Gideon. Lord, you must be
speaking to the wrong person!
Moses’ calling was leading
him to change an impossible
situation in Egypt rather than
adapting to it.
DAY 7

WEEK THREE
JESUS IN THE
PROPHECIES

Jesus was always God’s plan to rescue humanity and
God spoke through the prophets about the coming Christ
hundreds of years before his arrival on the planet. This week
we will read some of those prophecies and how they came
to pass in the New Testament when Jesus walked the earth.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 7:14 All right then, the Lord Himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a Child! She will give
birth to a Son and will call Him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’). Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto
us a son is given (John 3:16) and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Matthew 1:21 – 23 And she will have a son,
and you are to name Him Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins. All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s
message through His prophet: Look The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call Him
Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’

THOUGHTS

We had been at the church for 3 years when a prophet came and told us ‘you are going to go through a tough season,
a dark time, but when you come out of it, you will have great breakthroughs, and many will come to Christ.’ It was
February of 1975. I did not know yet that I was pregnant but the whole time I carried that baby we went through trouble,
heartache, disappointment, and betrayal. When he was born in November of that year, we were so happy, but we
struggled to find a name that this child would carry. Finally, we came up with one that I thought meant ‘a pillar in the
church’. A week after he was born, a Bible scholar came to stay at our house and told us the accurate translation of his
name was ‘God will re-establish His covenant with His Church’. This name has proven to be accurate! From the first day
he arrived until now, God began to do an amazing work with the church that should not have survived all the trouble!
The book of Isaiah was written 700 years BEFORE Christ and accurately prophesied Christ’s coming to earth to
redeem mankind. Many passages in Isaiah refer to these prophesies and therefore prepared the hearts and minds of
Israel’s people concerning the coming Messiah. There was much controversy about the first coming of Jesus because
the scholars could not figure out how the prophecies could be so diverse, and they could not put it together. BUT when
Jesus came, every biblical prophecy about his coming was proven true and came together to prove He was the Christ.
Isaiah said he would be born of a virgin and His Name would be Immanuel which means ‘God with us’ or ‘God among
us’. Matthew repeated this prophetic word after the birth of Christ – He was ‘God among us’. Secondly, they said His
Name would be: ‘Wonderful’ which means ‘a miracle, a marvelous thing’; ‘Counselor’ which means ‘Advisor’ or
‘Guide’; ‘The Mighty God’ which means ‘the Powerful, Warrior God’; ‘The Everlasting Father’ which means ‘The
Eternal Father’; ‘The Prince of Peace’ which means ‘The Ruler of Health, Prosperity and Peace’. WOW! Jesus is all of
this to us! He is everything we need! HIS NAME IS ABOVE EVERY NAME!

APPLY

He is the all-powerful God who can meet you where you are TODAY and whether you need a miracle,
advice, someone to fight for you, the sense of the Father’s love for you, or you need health, prosperity,
or peace – He is here for you today. Jesus – “God is among us”. What do you need him to do for you
right now? Write it down and start to speak the name above every other name over your situation.

GO DEEPER

Isaiah 8:18; 1Timothy 3:16; Psalm
16:7; Romans 11:33, 34; 1Corintihans
1:24; Colossians 2:3; Isaiah 10:21;
Psalm 24:8; Titus 2:13; Isaiah 7:14;
John 10:30; John 14:9; Genesis 49:10;
Hosea 2:18; Luke 2:14; Ephians 2:14

PRAY

Lord Jesus, we declare Your Name is above every name. We thank you
that you came and fulfilled every prophetic word that was given by the
Prophets in the Old Testament. We thank you that you are our Miracle,
our Guide, our powerful Warrior God, our Father, and the One who
gives us health, prosperity, and peace. We declare that you are our Lord
and Savior, and You meet our every need today! In Jesus Name, AMEN.
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DAY 1

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Galatians 4:4 But when the set time had fully come,
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law

APPLY

Like Jesus, God has a plan for your life and His plan for
you was made before you were born. You can live your
life in God’s timing. (Galatians 1:15 & 16) and you can
fulfill God’s plan. (Romans 30-8:28 ut B) NLTBoth the
Old and New )Luke 1:35( to the plan of God.y bedience
is the keoAbraham left Ur not Testament heroes knew
what it was to obey God. s going, but just obeying God.
Moses became the one knowing where he wawho rescued
his people when he obeyed God. Esther saved her whole
nation by listening and obeying at the risk of her life.
John the Baptist in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord’. became the voice cryingHe was martyred because
of his obedience. Paul the Apostle was ‘arrested’ by God
on the road to Damascus and bowed his knee to Christ.
Obedience Are there some e.is the key to seeing the plan
of God fulfilled in your lifareas of your life where you
know you have not or are not living in obedience to Jesus
and his word?

JESUS’ PARENTS
OBEYED
THE
PROPHECIES

THOUGHTS

The story of Jesus is an amazing account of the fulfillment
of prophecies. Hundreds of years before he was born,
prophets spoke of his life, his virgin birth, where he
would be born, his journey to Egypt, and that he would
grow up in Nazareth. It is important to recognize that
his parents played a huge part in this process. As a child,
his parents were responsible for making the decisions
that would shape his life. God trusted Mary and Joseph
to raise Jesus, asking them to be obedient to his leading,
and the prophetic words spoken long before Jesus’ birth.
Every decision his parents made fulfilled a prophetic
word spoken by the Prophets.
The conception of Jesus was a fulfillment of prophecy.
(Matt 1:22) His birth in Bethlehem was a fulfillment of
prophecy. (Micah 5:2.) The preservation of His life was
a fulfillment of prophecy. (Matthew 2:3-15) The fact that
Jesus was raised in Nazareth is a fulfillment of prophecy.
(Matthew 2:19) The life of Jesus was preserved by the
obedience of Joseph who heard from the Lord to take
Jesus to Egypt as children under the age of 2 were killed
according to the prophetic word.
Jesus’ life and Mary and Joseph’s parenting were based
on all of them being obedient to the word of God. God
had a divine plan laid out from the beginning of time,
but it was up to each of them to choose obedience to the
plan given through God’s prophets. It is the same for each
of us today. God has a plan for our lives, but like Mary
and Joseph, we must choose God’s plan and base our
decisions and actions on the word of God for our lives in
order to fulfill the purposes of God.

PRAY

Thank you, Jesus, that you came and fulfilled every prophecy of the Old Testament about your coming.
Thank you that we can fulfill the destiny that you have placed on our lives. Help me to recognize your
plan for my life, live in your timing, fulfill your plan for me, and live in obedience to Your voice. Thank
you, Jesus, that we can follow your example and live a life filled with purpose for your Kingdom. AMEN
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DAY 2

JESUS DESPISED AND REJECTED

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 53:3 “He was despised and rejected— a man of
sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our
backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised,
and we did not care.”

APPLY

Although there were so many prophecies of the coming
Messiah, it was a total surprise to the Jews that Jesus was
the Promised One. If the Israelites could miss God right in
front of them, you must be careful not to miss something
that God wants to do right in front of you. Allow Him
to apply His victory over rejection and betrayal in your
life. Let his example lift you and his fulfilled prophecies
strengthen you. Live at a higher altitude today than
yesterday. What will you say to yourself? What will you
think of yourself? Encourage yourself in the Lord with the
truth that Jesus is who He says He is, and what He went
through was for you.

GO DEEPER

If you need help in the struggle, take time to read the
following Bible verses and apply them like medicine,
trusting Jesus’ victory on the cross and the power of the
Holy Spirit to heal you and set you free. See also John
1:11 and John 7:5 Overcome Rejection - Jeremiah 1:5
ESV; Psalm 94:14 ESV; Isaiah 49:15 ESV; Proverbs
18:24 ESV; Overcome Betrayal - Philippians 4:13 NLT;
Deuteronomy 31:8 ESV; Overcome False Accusations Exodus 14:14 NKJV; Romans 12:18-19 ESV; 1 Peter 3:9;
1 Peter 2:19; Psalm 121:2

PRAY

Dear Jesus, I give you my struggles (hurt, anger,
disappointment, bitterness) that I have been battling
because of ______________________. I choose to
forgive (name the person or situation) and surrender
this to You. I thank you for forgiving me, and I extend
that same forgiveness with your help. I declare that
I am healed and set free from everything that tries
to hold me back. I choose your acceptance, your
love and your truth about my value and identity. I
choose your peace and victory in Jesus name, Amen!
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THOUGHTS

Not only do fulfilled prophecies identify Jesus as the
promised Messiah, but they also give us a picture of His
powerful work in our lives. Rejection, for example, is
now a defeated enemy. When we experience rejection,
our sense of identity and value becomes destabilized.
Rejection has many faces, such as not being chosen for
the sports team, not getting the job you wanted, being
ignored or abandoned by family or friends, relationship
breakdown, or divorce. I remember not being invited
to a birthday party as a child – all the other girls in
my class went except me. Even though that seems
like a small thing today, in that moment I felt big
pain! I had the sense that I did not fit in or belong.
No matter what rejection has looked like for you, there
is good news. You are not alone – Jesus knows all
about it and has broken its power. When Jesus came
to His own people, who should have been expectantly
waiting for Him, they did not even recognize Him. His
hometown did not believe in Him. The thirty pieces
of silver paid to Judas was the price for a slave’s
accidental death – it was the lowest price one would
pay. The fact that the silver was later used to purchase a
potter’s field is significant - because this was where the
potter would go to gather clay – in a place unsuitable
for growing crops or sustaining life. Such a plot,
consequently, became the place where the outcast
and unclaimed nobodies of life were buried. Aren’t
those the very people Jesus died for in the first place?
Jesus willingly faced all of it on our behalf. He could
have stopped what was happening, but He didn’t.
He didn’t even open his mouth to object. He went to
the cross as a lamb with a mission – to break these
powers in your life. You are not alone – your Savior
is with you and knows exactly what you are going
through. He has already gone through it ahead of
you, defeating its power, so you can live above it.

DAY 3

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 53: 1-12 1 Who has believed our report? And to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 For He
shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a
root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness;
And when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should
desire Him. 3 He is despised and rejected by men, A Man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as
it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we
did not esteem Him. 4 Surely, He has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by
His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone
astray; We have turned, everyone, to his own way; And
the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was
oppressed, and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His
mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not H
is mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His
mouth. 8 He was taken from prison and from judgment
and who will declare His generation? For He was cut off
from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My
people, He was stricken. 9 And they made His grave with
the wicked-- But with the rich at His death, because He had
done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. 10 Yet
it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief.
When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall
see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure
of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. 11 He shall see
the labor of His soul and be satisfied. By His knowledge,
My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear
their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide Him a portion
with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the
strong. Because He poured out His soul unto death, and
He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the
sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

PRAY

Jesus Christ, I believe you have paid the price to redeem
me from every curse of darkness having become a curse
for me. I believe in your finished work on the cross and
I can be forgiven, cleansed, delivered, and healed from
every evil work! I receive the blessing of Your work, Holy
Spirit, by faith to free me from every lie and release the truth
of the cross to every part of my life, body, soul and spirit.

WEEK 3 : JESUS IN THE PROPHECIES

JESUS AND HIS
PERFECT WORK
ON THE CROSS
THOUGHTS

The crucifixion of Jesus on the cross was prophesied
in the book of Isaiah and in many other Old Testament
scriptures. Jesus offered Himself - death to His spirt, soul
and body to fully deal with all our life issues and sins
that separate us from our Father’s love and destiny for
our lives. He freed us from the father of lies, the devil!
His perfect work on the cross frees us to be rescued from
every power of darkness! We can be forgiven, cleansed,
delivered, and healed from every work of darkness.
Satan loses all his rights to our lives when we trust in and
believe in the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ! Through
the cross he dealt with our physical, emotional, mental
and spiritual brokenness, and made a way for us to be
completely healed and whole. Please see the appendix at
the back of this devotional for a more detailed description
of what Christ did for us on the cross.

APPLY

We can exchange our ashes for His beauty! We can
receive His oil of joy for mourning! We can forgive and
be forgiven because He took the power of sin and hell on
Himself and overcame! We can allow His blood to purge
our conscience from every work of death and free us to
serve the living God and His destiny for our lives in His
kingdom! (Hebrews 9:14) We can release the full work
of the Holy Spirit to empower us to be fully rescued and
empowered to be a delight to our Father and His purposes!
What areas do you need to apply the finished work of the
cross to?

GO DEEPER

Physical beating and spitting (Isaiah 50:6; Matthew
26:67; Luke 22:63-65); Broken heart and heaviness or
depression (Psalm 69:19,20); Sorrow, grief, stricken
and smitten (Isaiah 53:4); Beating, violence and beard
plucked (Isaiah 50: 5,6); Crown of thorns (Matthew
27:29-30) Crucifixion-maximized torture-every main
nerve and muscle line pierced and every bone out of
joint (Psalms 22:14-17; Luke 22:33-34; Isaiah 52:14)

DAY 4

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Ezekiel 36:26-28: 26 I will give you a new heart and put
a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my
Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be
careful to keep my laws. 28 Then you will live in the land
I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will
be your God.
Jeremiah 31:33-34: 33 “This is the covenant I will make
with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the
Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on
their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my
people. 34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or
say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares
the Lord. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will
remember their sins no more.”

JESUS CAME TO
BRING A NEW
COVENANT
APPLY

Have you been living in “strive-mode?” Don’t deprive
yourself of the peace Jesus purchased for you. Remind
yourself that the work is already done on your behalf.
You have confidence that God has fully accepted you.
And if God has accepted you, you don’t have to strive
for man’s acceptance. If God thinks you’re awesome,
who is anybody to disagree? Preach a good sermon to
yourself and don’t forget to throw in a few “Amens.”
Have you been serving out of drudgery? Don’t
torture yourself anymore! Remind yourself that your
service is a response to all God has done for you.
Remind yourself that God’s Spirit is in you and He is
moving you. Rather than waiting to feel like serving
God, serve God wholeheartedly and tell yourself
all the reasons why you are MOVED to serve Him!

PRAY

Thank you, Jesus, for everything you have done for me!
Help me to always live with a joyful response to your
love. Help me serve you in a new covenant way. Help
me sense your moving in my life and help me to walk
in agreement with your moving. Cause me to live in the
realities of the new covenant and bring this wonderful
message of life to everyone around me, in Jesus name!
WEEK 3 : JESUS IN THE PROPHECIES

THOUGHTS

Religion is exasperating. It’s exasperating because - even
if you think you’re pretty good at keeping the rules of
religion - there’s always more that you could have done.
If you pray for 30 minutes, a voice in the back of your
head says, “you could have prayed an hour.” If you pray
an hour, there’s that voice again that says, “why didn’t
you pray all night like Jesus did?” So, then you pray all
night, but then you remember the scripture that says,
“Pray without ceasing.” (1Thessalonians 5:17) No matter
how much you keep the law, you could always have done
more. That’s the problem with the old covenant – the
work is never finished. You continually are striving to
attain an unreachable state of acceptability before God.
The old covenant was not supposed to make us roll up
our sleeves and go to work, pretending we could actually
do this thing - it was supposed to bring us to our knees in
exasperation! It was to make us realize our utter inability
and make us call out for a Savior! Oh God, we need some
help here! And at the proper time, God brought a Savior into
the earth! (Galatians 4:4-5) I’m so glad that our God did
not give us a religion to follow, but a relationship to enjoy.
This is what makes our faith in Christ unique among all the
religions of the earth. We are not “climbing the ladder” of
religious duty, trying to earn points with God that we can
redeem on all kinds of good stuff. Jesus came to usher in a
new covenant. When he said on the cross, “It is finished,”
it meant that the requirements of the law had been fully and
finally satisfied. That makes a huge impact in our hearts!
Firstly, we can have rest. If the work is done, our
exasperation is over! We are not continually working to
earn enough “God points.” The work is DONE. Secondly,
we can have confidence. When my acceptance before
God depended on my performance, I never had a basis for
confidence. Now that it is based on Jesus’ performance,
my confidence is complete. I know I can come boldly to
His throne of grace (Hebrews 4:16) Thirdly, we serve on
a whole new basis. We now serve as a response to what
God has already done. We obey Him - not so that He will
be good to us - but because He has ALREADY been good
to us! I love the words from Ezekiel that say, “I will put
my Spirit in you and move you….” The old covenant
was us trying to move God, but the new covenant is
God moving us. Rather than being exasperated, we are
vitalized! Rather than a hopeless religious journey,
we get to live in the fullness of life! Thank you, Jesus!

GO DEEPER

Read Hebrews 8
DAY 5

JESUS, THE KING
AND HIS KINGDOM
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

THOUGHTS

Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice, O people of Zion! Shout in triumph,
O people of Jerusalem! Look, your King is coming to you.
He is righteous and victorious, yet He is humble, riding on
a donkey – riding on a donkey’s colt.

Jesus came to establish His Kingdom in the hearts
of men and women. His Kingdom is without limit;
His Kingdom is with all-encompassing power; His
Kingdom has no end.

Mark 11:7 – 10: They brought the colt to Jesus, spread
their coats on it, and he mounted. The people gave him
a wonderful welcome, some throwing their coats on the
street, others spreading out rushes they had cut in the fields.
Running ahead and following after, they were calling out,
Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in God’s name! Blessed
the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in
highest heaven!

When Jesus arrived on earth, most of the then known
nations were under the Roman dictatorship. Most
nations had been conquered by Rome and they were a
hard task master. In this difficult scenario, the disciples
thought he was going to overthrow the Romans and set
up His kingship. It took His death and resurrection for
them to understand His Kingdom is not of this world,
but He rules the world!

APPLY

Jesus’ Kingdom is a kingdom ruled by love. We follow
him because we love Him, we serve because we love Him,
we love others because we love Him. The early church
understood the Kingdom of God, that it was an everlasting
Kingdom – it has no end date. But it is a kingdom built and
governed by love. How does this change how you approach
your family, your co-workers, and the people in your world?

GO DEEPER

Isaiah 9:7; Daniel 2:44; Luke 1:32,33; Daniel 7:13
& 14; Revelations 12:10; Hebrews 12:28; Romans
14:17; 1 Corinthians 4:29; Colossians 1:13; 1
Thessalonians 2:12; 2 Timothy 4:18; Hebrews 1:8; Jas 2:5

Dear Jesus,
living under
Presence so
world from

PRAY

Most Christians today do not understand the concept of
the Kingdom of God or the power that resides in Christ
as King. Many say a prayer and ask Jesus to come into
their heart and forgive their sins, and that is as far as
their Christian life goes. Some go farther and apply all
scripture just to themselves and their life.
But the Kingdom of God is a concept that once
realized, demands full surrender, including our hearts,
our souls, our bodies (Romans 12), our minds, our
possessions, our time, and our relationships. ‘All to
Jesus I surrender’ becomes a reality and so does the
relationship with God the Father, God the Son and God
the Holy Spirit, as we realize His Lordship in our life
and His Kingship over ALL. When we declare ‘Jesus
is LORD!’ we are declaring our heart belongs to Him,
our possessions belong to Him, our relationships are
guided by Him, our health is in His hands – everything
and everyone in our life is HIS!

help me to realize I live in Your Kingdom, under Your rulership and have the privilege of
Your blessing. Help me to tell others about Your kingdom. Help me to lead them into Your
they will experience Your love and Your power. Help me to build Your church and to see the
Your perspective. ‘For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, AMEN!

WEEK 3 : JESUS IN THE PROPHECIES

DAY 6

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Micah 5:2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are
only a small village among all the people of Judah.
Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, One whose
origins are from the distant past.
Matthew. 2:6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land
of Judah, are not least among the ruling cities of
Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the
shepherd for My people Israel.’

APPLY

Today, realize that Bethlehem is the place of new
beginnings, and as you read the scripture, He can
give you a new beginning in your life.
Bethlehem begins the distinct change from the Old
Testament to the New Testament. Time was divided
from ‘Before Christ (BC)’ to ‘After Christ (AD)’ in
Bethlehem. Whatever ‘new beginning’ you need –
ask God for it today. Bethlehem speaks of New Birth.
If you have never prayed and asked Jesus to be your
Lord and Savior, I encourage you today to read the
prayer and speak it out loud – praying for Him to
come into your life and give you a new beginning.
The Bible calls this the experience of being ‘born
again’ or the ‘new birth’. Life really begins when you
receive all that Christ has done for you on the cross
and when you invite Him to be the Lord of your life.

GO DEEPER

Bethlehem is so important because it is the fulfillment
of prophecy. What God promises ALWAYS comes
to pass! Read Micah 5:2, Matthew 2:6, Luke
2:14, Luke 2:8-15, Matthew 2:1-12, Matthew
2:1-14, Matthew 2:8-9, Luke 2:11, John 7:42

PRAY

Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for coming to earth as a
baby to become the One who would save us from our
sins. Today I ask you for a new beginning in my life.
First, I ask you to come into my life, forgive me of my
sin and make me a child of God. Thank you for giving
me a new beginning today. In Jesus Name, AMEN.
WEEK 3 : JESUS IN THE PROPHCIES

THE PROPHETS
AND BETHLEHEM
THOUGHTS

Have you ever felt ‘insignificant’, ‘small’, ‘unimportant’?
The meaning of insignificant is ‘too small or unimportant to
be worth consideration’. God proved that no one or no place
is insignificant in His eyes. He CHOSE Bethlehem – the
insignificant town – to be the place where all eyes would focus
on the coming Messiah – the place where the Wise Men would
follow the star to find Jesus – the place where shepherds would
worship – the place where angels would announce His coming!!
The scripture in Micah is very clear – Bethlehem Ephrathah –
was to be the birthplace of the long promised One. Bethlehem
meant ‘house of bread’ and out of Bethlehem came the One who
was and is the Bread of Life. (John 6:33, 35, 48) It was also well
known that Bethlehem was a tiny, insignificant village. Not a
place where you would think Messiah would be born! So, the
prophet Micah said Bethlehem was ‘little among the thousands
of Judah’. God can take the most insignificant place and make
it well known. He can take our lives, even when we feel small
and unsure of ourselves and scared to step out – and He can
make our lives incredibly impact our world. He CHOSE you to
carry His message and change your world! 1 Cor 1:26-30
A few years ago, someone came to our church to speak and
said, “Red Deer is the Bethlehem of Canada”. I wondered
what that could mean? They went on to say that out of Red
Deer would come a revival that would impact all of Canada.
Later that year my husband was in Toronto Airport and saw
a magazine about Red Deer – in the Toronto Airport!! This
magazine reported about the large churches in this seemingly
insignificant place! It told how large churches are on the outer
edge of the city – WOW! A good report for God’s church. Since
then, I have heard two other well-known ministers who have
come to the city and declared that a great revival will come out
of Red Deer!
You see, God can use us to spark a move of the Holy Spirit
across our nation. You may think, ‘There are not a lot of us
praying’ or ‘what we are doing in our community just reached
a small group in comparison to the millions in Canada’ or ‘my
voice is not being heard even when I preach the gospel.’ But
God has proven time and time again that He will use the small
voice, the little group of believers, ‘where two or three are
gathered in my Name.’ He will use even the most insignificant
to shake the world and bring about His Kingdom!
DAY 7

WEEK FOUR

JESUS
IN
THE “I AMS”

This week we will study seven of the
“I
Am”
statements
Jesus
made
about
himself to help us understand him better.

THOUGHTS

Pretty intense scriptures, right? The history gets even wilder.
In the background to Exodus 3:14 God appeared to Moses in a
burning bush and gave Moses a new purpose. God called Moses
to lead and trust Him. When Moses asked God who He is…God
declared that He is the “I AM who I AM”! There really is not an
accurate way to describe this statement properly but here is the
basics of this statement. God was saying I AM the God who was
and is and always will be, the faithful and dependable God. In
other words, Moses, relax, I’ve got this, and I am going to work
through you. I AM who I AM.
Now let’s fast forward. Moses, in the process of delivering the
Israelites from the hold of Pharaoh. God had shown His power
through 9 plagues and now is executing the 10th. There is a
particular line in Exodus 12:12 that is not often seen. “I will
execute judgments against all the gods of Egypt.” This statement
is very important to know and explore. The 10 plagues that God
sent against Egypt were in direct correlation with 10 Egyptian
gods. The first plague was the Nile turning to blood which
represented the god Hapi, the water bearer. Then there was the
plague of frogs which represented the god Heqet, the goddess of
fertility. The list continues as you can read from Exodus chapter
6-12. Each plague represented an Egyptian god that the I AM was
proving he was greater than! God was demonstrating that His
name was above every and any other name.
So why was is this so important? When Moses first encountered
God at the burning bush God was declaring I AM the Great IAM.
In Exodus 3:14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is
what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
God was already asserting that he was the name above every
other name to bring them out of slavery and into his promises.
He would provide and be all they need. The great I AM would
be healing, provision, protection. Nothing would be impossible
for Him!

PRAY

THE
NAME
ABOVE EVERY
OTHER NAME
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Exodus 3:14 NLT - God said to Moses, “I
AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say
to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
Exodus 12:12 NLT - On that night I will pass
through the land of Egypt and strike down every
firstborn son and firstborn male animal in the
land of Egypt. I will execute judgment against
all the gods of Egypt, for I am the LORD!
Philippians 2:9 NLT - “Therefore, God
elevated him to the place of highest honor
and gave him the name above all other names”

APPLY

Centuries later we will see that Jesus would also
take the name ‘I AM’ and complete it. Jesus,
through his blood on the cross, paid a price to
bring us out of slavery and handle the powers of
darkness that held us captive. We don’t have to
please or appease a god. What gods (small ‘g’)
have you placed above the great I AM? Where do
you still live captive and not in the power of the
name of the I AM?

GO DEEPER

Exodus 3, 7-12; Deuteronomy 5:6,7; Romans
5:8; Colossians 2:15; Philippians 2:9

Lord help me today to recognize You as the great I AM, the One who is faithful and dependable. Open my eyes to
Your greatness and Your ability to provide every single thing I need. When the cares of this world press in on me,
help me to remember that You are the great “I AM” and nothing is impossible with You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
WEEK 4 : JESUS IN THE “I AMS”

DAY 1

I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

John 6:50 This is the bread that comes down out of heaven,
so that anyone may eat from it and not die. 51 I am the
living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats
from this bread, he will live forever; and the bread which
I will give for the life of the world also is My flesh.”

APPLY

In the Old Testament the people were demanding of the
provision and today we gladly remember and receive the
provision as we decided to follow Jesus. We remember
and receive the great I am who sustains, gives us purpose,
brings us into relationship, and is essential to the way, the
truth, and the life! Today we are going to take some time
to receive the bread of life. Bring your family or small
group together in person or over zoom! Take some bread
and find some grape juice. This powerful moment is called
communion. Make sure everyone has a small piece of bread

GO DEEPER

John 6:1-14; 26-58

COMMUNIUON

Gather your family or maybe Zoom or video chat with a
friend and do the lesson and communion together.
Take a piece of bread and repeat: I Corinthians 11:23
NLT - For I pass on to you what I received from the
Lord himself. On the night when he was betrayed, the
Lord Jesus took some bread 24 and gave thanks to God
for it. Then he broke it in pieces and said, “This is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.” (Eat the bread)
Take the juice and repeat: 1 Corinthians 11:25-26 NLT
In the same way, he took the cup of wine after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant between God and
his people—an agreement confirmed with my blood. Do
this in remembrance of me as often as you drink it.” 26
For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you
are announcing the Lord’s death until he comes again.
(drink the juice)

WEEK 4 : JESUS IN THE “I AMS”

THOUGHTS

Have you ever been really hungry? One of the worst times
to go grocery shopping is when we are hungry. Anything
and everything can land in the shopping cart when we are
in that state! When we arrive home you may think…why
in the world did I buy that?
Today there is a hunger that lies in each of us and if we are
not careful that hunger will try to be filled by something
that could never satisfy. C.S. Lewis, in his book ‘The
Weight of Glory’ said, “We are half-hearted creatures,
fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when
infinite joy is offered to us.” Our souls are like the empty
stomach or even the empty shopping cart…starving to
be filled up with something. Too often we find ourselves
like children with a spiritual stomach-ache because all we
have done is fill up on candy. It’s good to know that there
is a longing in our souls that nothing can really satisfy
except Jesus. Jesus the great I Am really is our soul’s
satisfaction!
The food that God provided each day in Exodus 16 was
called manna. This word meant “What is it?” This thought
is amazing as 1300 years later when we transition to the
New Testament, the question for our provision is no longer
‘what is it’ but ‘who is it’? Discovering that Jesus is our
provision is a great adventure. The manna only sustained
life daily, but Jesus declares that He is the bread of life
eternally. The miracle of Jesus feeding the 5000 was the
evidence right in front of their eyes that the new Passover
and the new exodus was happening right in front of them.
Wow!! It was so much more than a really cool trick or
even an awesome miracle. It was a declaration…Jesus
was saying “I am the provision, not only for you, but for
the world!” “I am the bread of life”

PRAY

Jesus, I thank you that you are my provision and my
soul’s satisfaction. Today I repent for the things I have
been filling up on that are sinful and not good for me. I
receive your forgiveness today and declare you are my
healer and the essential one who is the way, the truth, and
the life! Thank you for being my bread of life. I receive
you today. In Jesus name amen.

DAY 2

THOUGHTS

Nearly everyone has experienced what it is like to walk into a dark room
fumbling to find the light; however, once we turn on the light, the risk
of banging a shin or tripping over something is gone. The same is true
spiritually! Jesus promises us that if we follow him, we will not stumble in
the dark but rather we will have light always, because He is the light. It is not
hard to identify figurative or literal darkness. During the winter months the
sun sets so much earlier, leaving us in the early evening in literal darkness.

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again
to the people, he said, “I am the
light of the world. Whoever follows
me will never walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.”

Scrolling through our social media feeds reminds us that figuratively the world
is a dark place. Confronted with darkness everywhere, one of the biggest
temptations many believers face is to complain about how dark things are; but
darkness is nothing more than the partial or total absence of light. Jesus tells
us plainly, that HE is the light. If we have him, we have light. In Matthew 5,
Jesus goes even further to tell us that WE are the light, and according to John
1, where that light shines, darkness does not stand a chance. We bring the
light of Christ to our world through our behavior, proving what is good, right
& true. We bring Christ’s light by endeavoring to discover what pleases God.
We bring the light of Christ by refusing to participate in what we know is dark.

I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
APPLY

Let’s get real. How can I practically apply this to my life? First, let’s make a concerted effort to guard the things we talk
about, or perhaps more appropriately, complain about. If we are not prepared to bring light to a situation, it is shameful
to even talk about some of the darkness we see. Watch the words that come out of your mouth. Carefully guard yourself
not to share every little post on social media that annoys you. Secondly, light exposes sin, not sinners. Remember the
Apostle Paul’s words – Where your light shines; it will expose their evil deeds. Sin is an act of omission or commission;
it is never a person. Keep loving people by being light in their lives. Third, let’s make more of an effort to be seen and not
just heard. Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.” Paul wrote, “now you are full of light from the Lord, and your behavior should show it!” The consistency
of our daily devotion to Christ will carry far more weight than empty words. Finally, on the flipside, don’t be afraid to
speak! Like the Apostle Paul said, “Your hearts were once full of darkness, now you are full of light from the Lord”. We
have a story to tell, a testimony that can change a life. Don’t be afraid to walk into the darkness. We have the light of life.

PRAY

Lord, help me today to recognize you as the light of life. Help me today to recognize that,
as being made in your image, I too am the light of the world. Your light can change my
world, so I am asking today that you would use me to bring light into the darkness. Forgive
me for the times I was quick to complain rather than bring light to the situation, for the
times I have hidden my light, and for the times my behavior was inconsistent with my
beliefs. I receive your grace to be like you, a light to a dark world. In Jesus’ Name, amen.

WEEK 4 : JESUS IN THE “I AMS”

GO DEEPER

Matthew
5-7;
Ephesians 2; Ephesians
5:8-14;
Matthew
5:14-16;
John
1:5

DAY 3

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

I AM THE GATE AND
THE SHEPHERD

John 10:7-13 7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before
me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will
be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have
come that they may have life and have it to the full. 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So, when he sees the wolf coming, he
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is
a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

THOUGHTS

What in the world is a shepherd? And why would Jesus say he is a gate? Why would either of these be relevant
in our lives today? Let’s start a with shepherd. A shepherd is not usually a part of regular western life but for
the original listeners of Jesus, a shepherd would be very relevant both culturally and historically. A shepherd
oversaw the care and safety of valuable livestock. They were a guide to food, a protector from predators, and a
rescuer from perils. They loved, nurtured, and cared for their flocks and often stood between them and death.
In the Old Testament the word shepherd would become synonymous with leadership. For example, in Ezekiel
34, God rebukes Shepherds who were only looking out for themselves and not leading the way they should.
John records Jesus a few times declaring “I am the good shepherd”. Jesus demonstrated his leadership
to the point that he laid his life down for us…’the sheep’. Jesus is not a removed leader but one who is
involved and led by example. He is still our good shepherd who understands what we go through because
he took himself off the throne of heaven and came to be one of us. Perfectly God…Perfectly Man! Wow!!
He is also a good shepherd who speaks to us and leads us into his protection. This is when the analogy of
the gate comes in. What is a gate? A gate is a passage that leads into a perimeter of safety. This is the kingdom
of God! Jesus is the shepherd who leads us through the gate into the kingdom of God! Amazing! Jesus, our good
shepherd did not run away from the great predator, the devil. In fact, he got between us and death by going to the
cross to triumph over sin and death. Jesus, our leader, took our place, paying the penalty for our sin. Jesus made
us right with God. Because of this we are in the protection of our great Shepherd and leader. In John 10:10 Jesus
defines the roles of satan as the predator and himself as our great leader.” The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill
and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.” In him is safety, protection, and abundant life.

APPLY

Think about Jesus our great leader and protector. The
one who went ahead of us to show us the way to a
rich and satisfying life in him. Some things to think
about. Who are some people you have followed in
the past? What was it about them that caused you to
follow them? Think about Jesus today and think about
his leadership in your life. How you can lean into his
voice more this year for relationship and direction?

WEEK 4 : JESUS IN THE “I AMS”

GO DEEPER

Read John 10:119; Psalm 23;
Ezekiel 34; 1 Peter
1:19;
Hebrews
4:15; Psalm 46

PRAY

Jesus thank you for being my
greatest leader and providing
the gate to the kingdom of God.
Thank you for leading a life I
could not have lived and dying
a death in my place for the
forgiveness of my sin, making me
right with God. Help me to hear
your voice and follow you closely
this year. Speak to me when I start
to wander and help me to walk in
your ways. In Jesus’ name, Amen!

DAY 4

I AM THE
RESURRECTION
AND THE LIFE
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.
John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even
though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me
will never die. Do you believe this?”

APPLY

Are there still other things in your life that you are
unknowingly counting on to bring you life instead of
looking to Jesus as the source of life? Do you have some
dreams that you have given up on, thinking they can only
happen in heaven, but that God cannot bring life to them
here on earth? Can you be bolder in preaching that Jesus
is the only way to life and to heaven?

PRAY

Father God, thank you for having a wonderful plan for us
in sending your Son into the world, to be our resurrection
and life. As we meditate on your goodness and search out
the mystery of Jesus, open the eyes of our hearts, so we
can know Jesus clearer. Thank you, Father, for sending
the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of Jesus Christ, that leads us
into all truth. Fill me with your Holy Spirit today. You are
amazing and worthy of praise in Jesus name, Amen.

GO DEEPER
John

14:6;

Revelation

1:8;

Revelation
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1:17-1

THOUGHTS

We see John 3:16 signs in many different places. T-shirts,
football games, and billboards. It’s one of the most
recognizable phrases in the English language. It is truly the
gospel in a nutshell, and a powerful statement about Jesus!
In our main text today Jesus is speaking to Martha,
who is grieving the death of her brother. In this tender
moment with Martha, the Maker of Heaven and Earth
asks a weeping sister if her brother will rise again and
she confessed that she believed her brother would rise
again “in the resurrection,” which she believed to be a
fixed event in the future. Jesus lovingly corrects her
saying it was not a future date but rather a person – more
precisely Him!! And then he goes on to prove that he
is the Resurrection and the Life, by bringing Lazarus
back from the dead to be reunited with his family.
Jesus says about himself in John 14:6, “I am the Way, the
Truth and the Life”. This type of confession is amazing as
Jesus is making a bold and absolute statement! It really
could be offensive. We live in a world full of speculation,
opinions and claims that all religions are equal, so we
tend to avoid the absolute position that Jesus confesses
in the Gospels. But Jesus is emphatically saying there is
no other way to be righteous before God. Jesus does not
simply teach the way or point the way; He is the way.
If we see Jesus as a wise man, a teacher, maybe someone
worth admiring, but not much more than mortal, these
claims are hard to swallow. Maybe we can go as far as
saying that Jesus was a man of God, sent from God, but
even with that weight, these statements are hard to accept.
We have to decide what we will believe about Jesus. As
CS Lewis once stated we either believe Jesus was a liar, a
lunatic or the Lord. We need to understand, as the writers
of the New Testament did, that Jesus was more than man,
he was God Himself, and he is the source of all life.

DAY 5

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

John 15:1-5 1”I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit, he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already
clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit
by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5”I am the vine; you
are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit. Apart from me you can do nothing.

I AM THE VINE
THOUGHTS

GO DEEPER

1 Peter 1 & 2; 2
Peter 1:1-11; 2
Corinthians 3:18;
Galatians 1:15-16;
1 Timothy 6:11-16;
Philippians 3:8-9;
Philippians 3:1215; Jude 1:20-2

APPLY

Today spend some time asking the
Lord what aspects of your old nature
he wants to continue to prune or
transform. Remember pruning is
painful, but it causes us to grow into
our calling and purpose. What are
the practices you put into your life
that help you maintain your strong
connection to Jesus? Is there a spiritual
habit you could add to your life?

PRAY

Dear Jesus, today I want to know you
more and grow closer to you. Continue
to transform me through your word and
help me today, to keep flourishing in
my relationship with you. Fill me with
your Holy Spirit in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Plants and vines are so amazing. One in particular is the hop plant. During
the spring and summer, this plant seems to visibly grow from day to day,
perhaps even hour by hour. The hop plant reaches its vines up into the air
and wraps itself around anything and everything in its path. It’s so amazing
as you can almost see the life surge through this vine. What a perfect
visual of the opening verses of John 15. The aggressive nature of the hop
plant means that pruning shears must be handy for most of the spring and
summer months. Pruning a vine reveals the stark reality of life and death,
and that life comes only through staying connected to the vine. Visiting the
clippings of the pruned vines the next day reveals a very different picture
from the once vibrant connection climbing towards the sun.
Paul writes about becoming a new creation, that we were dead in our
trespasses and sins, but have been made new, born again through Christ.
In Genesis, Gods’ creation was perfect. He told Adam and Eve they could
enjoy everything except for the fruit of one tree, the tree of life. Soon we
find the serpent telling Eve to eat from that tree saying, “you will not die,
in fact, you will become like God Himself.” He lied. With the disobedience
of eating the fruit, death entered creation. Adam and Eve allowed sin to
disconnect them from the vine.
If we jump ahead to Jesus, we can look again at this passage in John 15 and
see what work of restoration He had in mind. The tree of life and the cross
share some common meaning, as Jesus and Adam do. In Ephesians 2:10,
the Apostle Paul explains that we are his workmanship created for good
works. This message of the good news is bearing good fruit. The fruit of
the Spirit of Jesus Christ is the revealing of the Son of God in us, the new
creation. In 1 Peter 5:10, the Apostle Peter writes that it is Christ in me, the
hope of Glory. These scriptures help explain the further richness of John
chapter 15. Jesus is the vine, and we are the branches! Wow!
Now the fruit of Jesus is dwelling in our hearts by faith, changing us, and
transforming us. We go from strength to strength, grace to grace and faith
to faith. Let’s hold tightly to the truth of the gospel, to the truth about Jesus.

DAY 6

I AM HE AND I AM HERE

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

THOUGHTS

John 18:4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to
happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who
is it you want?” 5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they
replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the
traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When
Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell
to the ground. 7 Again he asked them, “Who is
it you want?” ”Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.
8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If
you are looking for me, then let these men go.”

Can you imagine this moment? It was nighttime in a beautiful
garden where Jesus had regularly gone to pray. The moon was
just breaking through, cascading shadows through the staggered
Olive Trees. Jesus was praying with a few of his closest
disciples. What we may not fully grasp is that this is the night
Jesus was about to walk willingly into a gruesome torture and
death. Jesus, being fully man and fully God, was always aware
that brutal torture and crucifixion (a brutal and painful way of
killing people practiced by the Romans) were waiting for him.
This is why Jesus was in such intense prayer moments earlier.

APPLY

However, Jesus did not allow the trouble to tempt him to hide
or retreat. Now again, imagine in that moment, in the moonlit
garden, not a few men coming for a confrontation, but a
commander leading potentially hundreds of armed soldiers
lighting their way through the garden with lamps and torches.
It was a surreal moment as Jesus revealed his authority by
not fleeing but facing them. What courage!! This was a
showdown of epic proportion. Jesus stood in front of what
some believe to be hundreds Roman Auxiliary Soldiers, led
by their commander, along with high profile Jewish officials.

History began in the garden of Eden with
Adam. This moment shows us that Jesus is
greater than Adam who sinned and was cast
out of the garden. Jesus faced humanity’s sin in
the garden of Gethsemane and would bring us
righteousness and life to everyone who would
put their trust in Him. What situation are you
facing that you need to remind yourself that the
Great “I Am He” is ready to face on your behalf?

GO DEEPER

Psalm
27:2;
Matthew
26:36-46;
Mark
14:32-52; Luke 22:39-53; Hebrews 12:2

PRAY

Lord Jesus, I thank you for being the great I am.
Help me to continue to live my life built up and
strengthened in you. Thank you for taking your
authority in the garden and walking toward the
cross to nail my condemnation to the cross. Today I
am forgiven and free because of your resurrection.
Help me to know you more and to follow in the
courage and authority you have given to me.

In this stand off Jesus asked, “who is it you want?” After they
answer “Jesus of Nazareth” Jesus unarmed and aware of what
awaits him stated…are you ready for this? “I AM HE”. YES!!!
I am the bread of life, I am the light, I am the gate, I am the
shepherd, I am the vine, I am the way, the truth and life, and I
am the resurrection IS HERE. Wow! Jesus came with a very
clear mission. To break the power of sin and death that had
been released in a garden, centuries earlier, by the first son of
God, Adam. In this moment and in this three-word confession
of “I am He” Jesus is making it clear that he is the culmination
of everything humanity and all creation have been waiting for.
The new Adam in the garden comes to meet the old, in full
power and authority and wrapped it all up when he said, “I AM
HE”. The Greek language translates ‘THE I AM IS HERE’.
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DAY 7

WEEK FIVE

JESUS

IN

THE

GOSPELS

JESUS GIVES THE GREATEST
SPEECH OF ALL TIME

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Matthew 5:1-10 And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to
Him. 2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit
the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful,
For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they shall be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

THOUGHTS

What an awesome highlight in my life, when a group of us from Canada took a tour of Israel. We walked over to a grove
of trees where it was believed that Jesus sat and spoke to the multitude of people, called “the sermon on the mount.” For
me to be there with my wife, Connie, and imagine how this could have happened, gave me chills. I was standing in the
area where one of the greatest speeches in history was given. What do you think was the greatest speech ever? Maybe
Martin Luther King’s public speech in 1963, “I Have a Dream.” Or John F Kennedy’s famous words in 1961, “Ask not
what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country.”
My greatest hero is Jesus. His words in the beatitudes were especially so powerful as I stood on that mountain in Israel
and envisioned him saying every one of these powerful words! The group of us took the time to read the entire sermon
on the mount, Matthew chapters 5, 6 and 7. So very powerful. I will never forget it. Each word and saying is loaded with
so much meaning. There are many free online Bible study helps that you can access, like: “Bible Hub” or “Blue Letter
Bible” where you can easily click on the meaning of original words.
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. The word “poor” means to be so poor that a person
is unable to survive on their own. To be TOTALLY DEPENDENT on another. We receive God’s blessing when we are
not proud, thinking we can do everything on our own, in our own strength or in our own ability. We become “poor in
spirit” when we acknowledge our absolute need to be TOTALLY DEPENDENT on God every day. We think we can
do ok by ourselves, but Jesus says in John 15:5 “for without Me you can do nothing.” I love the way the Amplified

Bible explains the word BLESSED in Matthew 5:3 “Blessed [spiritually prosperous, happy, to be admired] are
the poor in spirit [those devoid of spiritual arrogance, those who regard themselves as insignificant], for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven [both now and forever].” We are truly “BLESSED” when we decide to follow Jesus’
teaching in the beatitudes.

APPLY

Jesus and his teachings will continue to change
and shape our lives. I encourage you read over
the beatitudes again. Which parts of his famous
speech stand out to you today? Which part
do you need to implement more in your life?

PRAY

GO DEEPER

Please take time to read all three powerful chapters
Matthew 5, 6 and 7. This could be the greatest speech ever
given to a multitude of people over 2000 years ago. Which
key words could you study to go a bit deeper? The Bible
encourages us to STUDY the word of God. 2 Tim 2:15.

Dear Lord Jesus, I want to know you more. Please help me cherish all the words you spoke while you
were on this earth. YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD. I want to follow you. I want your words to be the
foundation of my life. Holy Spirit, please help me follow these teachings and take to heart every one of
these famous words. I humble myself today and look to you to be my strength and to help me in every area
of my life today. I suggest that you prayerfully read all 8 of the beatitudes and pray them in your life today.
WEEK 5 : JESUS IN THE GOSPELS

DAY 1

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Matthew 6:6 NKJV “But you, when you pray,
go into your room, and when you have shut your
door, pray to your Father who is in the secret
place; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you openly. 7 And when you pray, do
not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For
they think that they will be heard for their many
words. 8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your
Father knows the things you have need of before
you ask Him. 9 In this manner, therefore, pray;
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 10
Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily
bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation
but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.

JESUS A MAN
OF PRAYER
APPLY

Getting alone with Jesus is the most important
thing we can do every day. Let’s start every day
with prayer. Daniel in the Bible prayed 3 different
times every day. Daniel 6:10 NLT But when
Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he
went home and knelt down as usual in his upstairs
room, with its windows open toward Jerusalem.
He prayed three times a day, just as he had always
done, giving thanks to his God. One option is to
go over the Lord’s prayer above and read it slowly
and pray every sentence into our life specifically
today.

THOUGHTS

Of course, Jesus was a man of dedicated prayer. The bible says he
was usually praying long before the day even had begun. He often
went into the mountains to be alone with Father God. He prayed
all night before choosing his 12 disciples. He prayed before big
ministry days. He prayed before the hardest days of his life. He
spoke to his Father when he was on the cross – his very last words
on earth – was a prayer to God!
Jesus NEVER did anything without first getting counsel from his
Heavenly Father. John 5:29,30 Then Jesus answered and said to
them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of
Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does,
the Son also does in like manner. By myself I can do nothing.”
Wow, if Jesus, the son of God, could not do anything important
by himself, who do we think we are? We desperately need to seek
HIS face, asking for his direction. The apostle Paul encouraged
us to pray about everything!! Phil 4:6 NLT Don’t worry about
anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you
need and thank him for all he has done. After Paul received the
revelation that Jesus was the Messiah, while lying on the ground
blinded by the light and shocked by hearing Jesus speak to him,
Paul prayed “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Acts 9:6 NKJV.
Wow, those 8 words are so powerful and an example prayer that
we could pray every day.
Prayer can have its challenges. Spiritual laziness can settle in on
any of us. It is amazing to me that the disciples, who saw his
personal life and his prayer life, and saw it was a key to his life,
asked Jesus, “Lord teach us to pray.” Luke 11:1. My suggestion
to you is to find people who know Jesus and love to pray and ask
them if you could pray with them and learn.

GO

DEEPER

Psalm 127:1 Psalm 32:8
Psalm 73:23, 24 NLT

PRAY

Lord, without you I cannot do anything. Unless you direct me, I could be totally wasting everything
I do today. Please Lord, direct me. Your word says that you will instruct me, you will teach me,
you will guide me. Add any prayer request wherever you need his specific guidance TODAY!
Pray the 8-word prayer of Paul. Lord, what do You want me to do? And then wait on him and listen.
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DAY 2

THE ‘JESUS FIRST’ LIFESTYLE

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Matthew 5:25-33 NLT 25“That is why I tell
you not to worry about everyday life—whether
you have enough food and drink, or enough
clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and
your body more than clothing? 26Look at the
birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food
in barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them.
And aren’t you far more valuable to him than
they are? 27Can all your worries add a single
moment to your life? 28“And why worry
about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the
field and how they grow. They don’t work or
make their clothing, 29yet Solomon in all his
glory was not dressed as beautifully as they
are. 30And if God cares so wonderfully for
wildflowers that are here today and thrown
into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care
for you. Why do you have so little faith?
31“So don’t worry about these things, saying,
‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What
will we wear?’ 32These things dominate the
thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly
Father already knows all your needs. 33Seek
the Kingdom of God above all else, and live
righteously, and he will give you everything
you need.

APPLY

Serve the Lord. Seek first HIS KINGDOM.
Jesus is the King, and His Kingdom is what
his plan is on this earth. Practically, I believe
we show Jesus that we seek him first by
sharing Jesus with as many people as we can
and by serving in the Local Church in any
and every way possible. The #1 reason we are
alive is to help connect people with Jesus to
make disciples. Where do you still need to put
Jesus first in your life?

THOUGHTS

There are over 7487 promises in the Bible. Wow! In this portion of
scripture, Jesus gives some AMAZING PROMISES. Jesus KNOWS
all our needs BEFORE we ask, and he “PROMISES” to give us all
these things, all the food we need, the clothes and what we need to
drink – everything we need! But there is a big condition to these
promises, IF… we seek first His Kingdom... above all else! IF… we
meet the conditions, we will never have to ever worry about being
thirsty or hungry… EVER again!
My wonderful wife, Connie, loves to go for walks! We often walk
for exercise or companionship or prayer walks. Once we were
walking on beach, and Connie said: “Look at that bird! Watch Brian,
watch!” There was a white bird hovering about 10 feet over the water.
Suddenly, the bird tucked in its wings and dove straight into the water.
A second later, the bird came up out of the water with a fish grasped
in its claws. We ran along the beach to see where the bird was going,
and it flew to a tree and perched there and started to eat the fish. Jesus
said, “LOOK at the birds.” Our Father in heaven feeds the birds. That
bird can go and eat ANYTIME it is hungry. Plus, it can eat “meat”
anytime it wants. The sea is FULL of fish – help yourself birdy. Jesus
said that we are more valuable than the birds. Our heavenly Father
LOVES us! We should NEVER have to worry about food ever again
when we understand what Jesus was teaching!! Hmm, I feel like
some meat on my plate for supper tonight. I often say grace along
these lines. Lord thank you for this food, that we have meat on our
plates. Thank you, Lord, that you love us so much, you love us more
than the birds!!
All those wonderful promises are ours! IF we meet the conditions.
Jesus said we HAVE TO PUT HIM FIRST. We are to seek first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness. Let’s put Jesus first in every
area of our lives and obtain these promises. (Heb 11:33) Put him
first by starting everyday spending time in bible reading and prayer
(Psalm 5); by keeping his house a priority with our church attendance
and commitment. By putting him first in our finances (1 Cor 16:1) by
bringing our tithe (10% of our income) first to God. Put him first in
our relationships. Joy comes as we order our relationships like this:
Jesus, Others, Yourself.

GO DEEPER

Read Colossians 1:17-18. Look for some of the other 7487 promises in the Bible.

PRAY

Lord thank you that you love me so much. You love me more than the birds and the flowers. Lord, please forgive
me for worrying so much, when you have promised to care for me. Lord, please forgive me for not making you
#1 in my life. I decide - starting right now, that I will change my habits and priorities and make you Lord of
my life. I want to seek you first; I want to live for you first today. Lord, I understand that you never want me to
worry about the things I need. You know I have bills and payments and need to buy groceries and clothes
for me and my family. THANK YOU, LORD, that you know my needs even before I do. I never want to worry
again. I want to have faith in your words from now on. Help me every day to seek you and your kingdom first.
WEEK 5 : JESUS IN THE GOSPELS

DAY 3

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Matthew 7:24-27 NLT 24 “Anyone who listens
to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a
person who builds a house on solid rock. 25
Though the rain comes in torrents and the
floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that
house, it won’t collapse because it is built on
bedrock. 26 But anyone who hears my teaching
and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who
builds a house on sand. 27 When the rains and
floods come and the winds beat against that
house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.”

GO DEEPER

Psalm

127:1,

2

APPLY

Whatever you are facing in life, you can search
for Bible verses on that topic. Some examples
are worry, sickness, discouragement, dating,
temptation. WORK the word of God into every
area of your life and let the Bible be a foundation
of that area. What is one area right now you need
to work the Word of God into?

PRAY

Thank you, Lord, that you are the rock of my life.
I want to read and study more about you, Jesus. I
want to fall in love with you more. As I read the
Bible every day, please make it come alive with
practical help, and show me how I can build my
life on you.
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BUILT TO LAST
THOUGHTS

Shopping for a better car can be a hard task. There are so many
makes and models to choose from. Years ago, I test drove so
many cars and had a hard time deciding. I took my family for
test drives and finally we found the car that we liked the best.
I printed off a picture of the car and put it on our fridge. God
has answered so many of our prayers when we put a picture of
our request on the fridge and agree in prayer (great idea, try it).
Around this time, I saw a car commercial with this same car. The
slogan was “made to drive – built to last.” The commercial told
of how they put the car through 5000 extreme tests – to ensure
long lasting quality and durability
Jesus is teaching us that the way to have a solid “durable” life,
a solid LONG-LASTING marriage, a solid family, a solid
business… is to build upon the ROCK of Jesus and follow his
teachings.
We all know that it is a fact that we will face problems in this
life. Rain, wind, and storms will test our house and our personal
foundation much like the walls, roof and foundation of a natural
house. When we are wise and build on Jesus as our foundation, we
will be more durable for sure than the car in the commercial. The
word “durable” means to resist decay, capable of withstanding
wear. No erosion. Also, to be able to perform and last over a
LONG period of time. That is the type of house I want to build in
my life! Built on Jesus and His words!!
This story in the Gospel of Luke in the Message Bible says: Luke
6:48 “If you work these words into your life, you are like a smart
carpenter who dug deep and laid the foundation of his house on
bedrock. When the river burst its banks and crashed against the
house, nothing could shake that house, it was BUILT TO LAST.”
We need to practically WORK the words of Jesus into our life.
We decided in our family to read the Bible together every day at
breakfast. For many years until our kids moved out, we would
read a chapter as we sat at breakfast. Usually, the Gospels or the
book of Proverbs which has 31 chapters, one chapter for every
day of the average month.
Proverbs is loaded with wise sayings to help us all, as children or
adults to practically apply the Bible to the days we were facing.

DAY 4

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Mark 1:14-15 After John was arrested, Jesus went into
Galilee, where he preached God’s Good News. 15 “The
time promised by God has come at last!” he announced.
“The Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and
believe the Good News!”
Luke 18:9-14 some who were confident of their own
righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told
this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray,
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee
stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not
like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even
like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth
of all I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He
would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and
said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that
this man, rather than the other, went home justified before
God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled,
and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

JESUS BRINGS
CHANGE
APPLY

Where are you hopeless, feeling that you can never
change? What do you need to repent of? Dishonesty, theft,
holding grudges, immorality, pride? Will you choose
today to be honest with yourself and God, making no
excuses, and repent of the sinful things you have done?
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THOUGHTS

One of the most depressing statements I have ever
heard is “You are who you are! People can’t really
change.” The society that Jesus walked into was full
of people labeling each other with hopeless titles that
cemented them in their situation. Labels like evildoer,
adulterer, thief are final and leave no hope of change.
When Jesus started teaching, he proclaimed that people
should repent. For many, the word “repent,” sounds
negative, but Jesus used it as part of the Good News He
came to proclaim. To repent means to change. Repent
means to go a completely different way, to stop living
one way and go the opposite way. Jesus was saying
“your life CAN change!” You are not stuck with the
labels your past actions have produced.
Jesus came to bring God’s kingdom close to us, and
in God’s kingdom there is repentance and forgiveness.
Many of Jesus’ early followers were people who had
been negatively labeled. Their past sinful actions
dictated their hopeless future. They listened eagerly to
Jesus because he was teaching a repentance that led
to a changed life, new ways of thinking and living.
Repentance requires brutal honesty and no excuses,
but it leaves you forgiven and justified before God.

PRAY

Father God I confess that I have done _________, I
acknowledge my sin and now repent and turn from it,
asking that you will forgive and cleanse me. Please teach
me your ways to live and think. In Jesus name Amen!

DAY 5

JESUS REALLY LOVES PEOPLE!
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to Me, all who are weary and
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon
you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy
and My burden is light.
John 11:34-38 “Where have you laid him?” They said to
Him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. So, the Jews were
saying, “See how He loved him!”

APPLY

Jesus noticed people in many kinds of pain and problems.
He loved them and wanted to help them. What an example
for us today. We shouldn’t be so busy that we just walk past
some poor beaten person in the ditch of life. We shouldn’t
be so proud; we shouldn’t be too busy. We need to stop and
help as the love of Jesus compels us to action. Read the
story of the good Samaritan and ask yourself who you can
help today. Luke 10:25-37 NIV

GO DEEPER

Luke 7:13; Matthew 15:32; Matthew 9:36; Matthew
14:14; 2 Corinthians 5:14,15. Do a word study on the
word compassion and see how often Jesus was moved by
compassion.

PRAY

Jesus, you are the greatest example of love that has ever
been on this planet. You showed how much you loved by
giving your life for us. Please help me become more like
you. Please fill me with your Holy Spirit. Please help me to
love like you loved. Lead me today to see people like you
see them and be ready to stop what I am doing and try my
best to help them.
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THOUGHTS

Jesus REALLY LOVES people!! Jesus noticed
the needy, the sad, the sick and the hungry and his
compassion MOVED HIM TO ACTION. Jesus said
come unto me all who are weary. Jesus is the #1 answer
for anything we are going through. He never turned
anyone away. Even when the disciples were trying to
push people away from him or silence the children, he
loved them all! So amazing.
My life drastically changed 14 years ago. I went on a
mission trip to Rwanda and I met the most desperate
children that I had ever seen in my life! I had seen
extremely poor children on TV many times with flies
walking around their faces and looking so hungry. But I
selfishly just turned the channel and went to something
more interesting to me. BUT when I saw children right
in front of me, with my own eyes, it was so different
than seeing children on tv. I FELT the compassion of
Jesus come on me. God has not given me the spirit of
fear, but of power, and LOVE and a sound mind. 2
Timothy 1:7
I felt the love of Jesus. I felt His Holy Spirit come on
me and revive love in my heart. For many hours, riding
home in the airplane, I cried and cried for the children
that I met. Romans 5:5 For we know how dearly God
loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to
fill our hearts with his love. When I arrived home, any
time anyone asked me how my mission trip was, I
would start crying. Jesus’ love was changing my life. I
started Home of Hope, a compassion project of Home
Church, and started to help 100’s of children. A couple
of years later I felt Jesus tell me to help 10,000 children.
Around this time, as I read anywhere in the Gospels, I
noticed more than ever how much Jesus loved people
and how he was moved with COMPASSION. So many
of his miracles happened because Jesus was moved
with compassion!

DAY 6

STEP OUT OF YOUR BOAT
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

THOUGHTS

Matthew 14:22-33 CEV. At once, Jesus made his disciples get
into a boat and start back across the lake. But he stayed until he
had sent the crowds away. 23 Then he went up on a mountain
where he could be alone and pray. Later in the evening, he was
still there. 24 By this time the boat was a long way from the
shore. It was going against the wind and was being tossed around
by the waves. 25 A little while before morning, Jesus came
walking on the water toward his disciples. 26 When they saw
him, they thought he was a ghost. They were terrified and started
screaming. 27 At once, Jesus said to them, “Don’t worry! I am
Jesus. Don’t be afraid.” 28 Peter replied, “Lord, if it really is you,
tell me to come to you on the water.” 29 “Come on!” Jesus said.
Peter then got out of the boat and started walking on the water
toward him. 30 But when Peter saw how strong the wind was,
he was afraid and started sinking. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted.
31 At once, Jesus reached out his hand. He helped Peter up and
said, “You surely don’t have much faith. Why do you doubt?” 32
When Jesus and Peter got into the boat, the wind died down. 33
The men in the boat worshiped Jesus and said, “You really are
the Son of God!”

Do you want to step out in faith, but fear is
holding you back?

APPLY

Peter shows us by his actions that he was totally
a believer in what Jesus SAID. It took only one
word from Jesus for him to go against logic, jump
from that boat and to realize that the word of Jesus
could hold him up in an impossible situation that
defies nature and logic. Peter walked on the water
towards Jesus until he diverted his focus from
Jesus onto the buffeting storm. His faith began
to weaken, and he immediately began to sink.
Thankfully, Jesus was there with him amid the
waves. It’s wonderful that we can trust Jesus and
even when you feel alone or feel like a failure,
He is there with you. Peter was successful in this
impossible endeavor. He stepped beyond where
any other human being had ever stepped!

I want to encourage you to take a step out of your boat, your
comfort zone. “Take courage,” Jesus says, “I AM JESUS, do not
be afraid.” Do something you have never done before, to get to
places you have never been before. Very little can happen for
positive change if we stay in our comfort zone. Move towards
your fears. Make that call you fear making. Be generous like
never before. Sign up for that course you are afraid of. Drop off
those bad habits. Extend a helping hand to someone you would
normally avoid or ignore, offer forgiveness to someone who has
wronged you. Start that business, serve in that ministry, share
about Jesus to someone you know needs to hear of him...and see
the turning point of your life.
Jesus loves people who rise in faith to become modern-day
stormy water walkers. Step out of your boat and be ready for
Jesus to take you somewhere you have never been before.

PRAY

Jesus always wants to take us closer to him and
to the next level in our spiritual development,
but many times we hesitate because of fear
and uncertainty. We are at a crossroad between
two worlds - one in which we are familiar and
understand, and the other that is unknown and
beyond our comprehension. Instead of stepping
out in faith to where Jesus calls, we tend to linger
where we feel comfortable and secure. In doing
so, most of us miss the exciting journey of faith
that Jesus has for us.
All of us must face our fears, embrace the call
to adventure, and take the step. If we have any
desire of seeing Jesus move in a miraculous way
in our lives, we must be prepared to step out of
our boats, as Peter did.

GO

DEEPER

Read John 14:27; John 15

Father, my heart is filled with doubt and I am afraid. I want to believe You, Lord. I want to step out in faith, trusting
You enough to follow Your leading. I trust You with the impossible. Strengthen my eyes of faith that see You before me,
calling me to step out of the boat of comfort and come to You. When circumstances around me threaten to pull me into
deep waters of doubt, help me to focus on you. No waves of difficulty will overcome me. No wind will knock me off
my feet. You have made me more than a conqueror– an overcomer in all things because You are for me and not against
me. Thank You, Lord. Amen
WEEK 5 : JESUS IN THE GOAPELS
DAY 7

WEEK SIX

JESUS IN
THE BOOK
OF HEBREWS

On our last week we will dive into the book of Hebrews
which is written primarily to help Jewish believers
understand that Jesus was greater than any law or
ancestor they had ever studied or read about. He
was and is the beginning and the end of everything!

JESUS IS GREATER THAN THE ANGELS
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Hebrews 1:1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made
the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by
his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 5 For to which of the
angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father” ? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he
will be my Son” ? 6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship
him.” 7 In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels spirits, and his servants flames of fire.” 8 But about the
Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 9
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by
anointing you with the oil of joy.” 10 He also says, “In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the
heavens are the work of your hands. 11 They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. 12 You
will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never
end.” 13 To which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your
feet” ? 14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?

THOUGHTS

Jesus is Greater. He is higher. ‘The Son, the radiance of God’s glory, and exact representation of his being’. The writer
of Hebrews was specifically making a drastic distinction between Jesus and the angels. As humans the need, or desire,
to worship or elevate something or someone is instinctive to us. Angelic visitations were a sign to the Hebrews that God
cared for them and was with them. They were obsessed with the idea that angels were both with them and around them.
This chapter is making a stark comparison between the angels and Jesus. It states that the hope they were looking for,
the savior, who was the way to God’s presence, could only be found in Jesus.
What are you elevating? Is it a spiritual experience that you are looking for? Is it a person? Is it a politician? An
ideology? Maybe they can help your situation or take your eyes off your inadequacies, but the only one who can SAVE
you is Jesus. We should not worship anyone or anything other than Jesus. He is superior, not just to the angels, but to
anyone or anything we could elevate. The government, although it has a place in society to lead us and to govern us,
cannot save us. An ideology cannot save us Although it is important to know what you believe, an ideology can’t save
us. Angels can’t save us. They are servants of God who, like us, worship God. Let our hearts be full of Hope and Peace
knowing that Jesus is the exact representation of his being and His throne will last forever and ever. Let us worship the
Son of God, Jesus, for it is through Him and Him alone we receive the salvation of our souls.

APPLY

Let’s reflect on our lives and honestly evaluate our worship to God. How can you today put Christ at the highest place in
your life? What are some things that need to be lowered in your eyes so Jesus can take His rightful place on the throne
of your heart?

PRAY

Dear Jesus! Thank you for saving me. Today I worship you with all of my heart. You are the only one worthy of all of my
praise . I want to establish you in the highest place in my heart and my life. Help me to see you for who you truly are. You
are not common but are Savior, Creator, Sustainer who is so much higher than anything or anyone. In Jesus Name AMEN
WEEK 6 : JESUS IN THE BOOK OF HEBREWS

GO DEEPER

Numbers 22:31,32, Luke 2:9-14

DAY 1

JESUS FULLY MAN

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Hebrews 2:5 It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which we are speaking. 6 But there is a
place where someone has testified: “What is mankind that you are mindful of them, a son of man that you care for him?
7 You made them a little lower than the angels; you crowned them with glory and honor 8 and put everything under
their feet.” In putting everything under them, God left nothing that is not subject to them. Yet at present we do not see
everything subject to them. 9 But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned
with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 10 In
bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists,
should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy
and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 12 He
says, “I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; in the assembly I will sing your praises.” 13 And again, “I
will put my trust in him.” And again he says, “Here am I, and the children God has given me.” 14 Since the children
have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds
the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.
16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully
human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he
might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to
help those who are being tempted.

APPLY

Reflect on the human condition. What areas are you feeling
overwhelmed or defeated? Bring those areas to Christ and rest
in His ability to do what we can’t do for ourselves. Cast your
cares on Him. Be totally honest with Him. What’s going well?
What is a struggle? Thank Him for His goodness and mercy.

John

1:10-18

Colossians

2:9,10

GO DEEPER

Philippians

2:6-11

PRAY

Jesus thank you that You came to this sinful earth to bridge the
gap for us. Thank you for salvation, and for what You endured
on the cross for us, for ME. I bring all of my cares to You
today knowing that You care for me and You understand what
I am facing. Help me to be strong in the face of temptation. I
stand in awe of who You are Jesus, and of all of your kindness
and love towards me. I worship and adore you Jesus! Amen.
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THOUGHTS

Jesus humbled himself to become human like us, even
though his rightful place was at the right hand of the
Father in Heaven. This does not make him common,
but rather it shows how loving and compassionate
He truly is. Jesus shared in our humanity so that by
his death he might break the power of death itself.
Who am I that Jesus, God of the universe, would be
mindful of me? Jesus experienced the human condition
to the fullest extent. This makes him so relatable and
approachable, because he lived the life of a man, with
all of the same desires and pitfalls we all share. Jesus
didn’t just learn about humanity, but he experienced
it first hand. This should strengthen our connection
to Him. He understands our temptations; he himself
was tempted. He understands betrayal, loss, pain, and
sorrow; he was exposed to all of it and overcame it all.
This should give you and I so much hope, knowing that
we have someone that we can go to that completely
understands it all. He overcame death by tasting death.
He is our faithful and merciful high priest who made
atonement for our sins. He has truly set us free from sin
and death, not from a lofty place, but by becoming one
of us. Jesus now reigns above as the highest authority,
bridging the gap between God and man.
DAY 2

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Hebrews 4:1-11 “God’s promise of entering his rest still stands, so we
ought to tremble with fear that some of you might fail to experience it. 2
For this good news—that God has prepared this rest—has been announced
to us just as it was to them. But it did them no good because they didn’t
share the faith of those who listened to God. 3 For only we who believe
can enter his rest. As for the others, God said, “In my anger I took an oath:
‘They will never enter my place of rest,’” even though this rest has been
ready since he made the world. 4 We know it is ready because of the place
in the Scriptures where it mentions the seventh day: “On the seventh day
God rested from all his work.” 5 But in the other passage God said, “They
will never enter my place of rest.” 6 So God’s rest is there for people to
enter, but those who first heard this good news failed to enter because they
disobeyed God. 7 So God set another time for entering his rest, and that
time is today. God announced this through David much later in the words
already quoted: “Today when you hear his voice, don’t harden your hearts.”
8 Now if Joshua had succeeded in giving them this rest, God would not
have spoken about another day of rest still to come. 9 So there is a special
rest[f] still waiting for the people of God. 10 For all who have entered into
God’s rest have rested from their labors, just as God did after creating the
world. 11 So let us do our best to enter that rest. But if we disobey God, as
the people of Israel did, we will fall.

JESUS OUR REST
APPLY

Don’t wait until heaven to walk in rest! God wants you to enter it now,
daily and confidently with Him! We can walk in peace with God now,
knowing we will enter an eternal peace later, but don’t wait for the eternal
or even just the weekend. Do all that you do with passion & purpose; light
up the people around you with joy, and hold onto His promise.

PRAY

Lord help me to cease from my worry and strife and help me to rest
confidently in you. Help me to recognize that your yoke is easy, and your
burden is light and that you go before me to make a way for me. Help me to
walk close to you so you can do the heavy lifting and I can live in your rest.

THOUGHTS

God encourages us to rest. He not only
encourages us to rest but he promises
to give us rest! That may make you
daydream about warm holidays and
beach vacations. (I’m still looking for
that scripture, I’ll let you know when
I find it!) However, Gods promise
is more than just the sand between
your toes, it’s a daily position and it’s
eternal.
Similar to the time of Moses, when the
Israelites turned back from the promise
land, we can face temporary difficulties
that may seem greater than the reality
of God’s faithfulness, and we turn from
rest. We go through the motions, we
never have enough time, there’s always
more to do. We may hustle and work
hard and think the only time we have
true rest is on our 3 vacation weeks a
year. However, in this scripture, God
has a much richer rest promised to us.
In verse 7, God’s promise is for you:
“Today when you hear his voice, don’t
harden your hearts.”
Where I’ve missed God in the past is
when I didn’t recognize Him. I knew
a lot about Him, sure. I read my Bible,
sometimes. I couldn’t recognize Him
because I didn’t actually KNOW Him!
He wants your trust, and He created
rest so you could confidently live free
of fear and worry and be refreshed
knowing He is for you. There is so
much uncertainty in this world, it can
be loud and overwhelming, and in those
moments, remember the verse “10 For
all who have entered into God’s rest
have rested from their labors, just as
God did after creating the world.” He
has His eternal peace for us, and we
can have it today!

GO DEEPER

Read all of Hebrews 4. Genesis 2:2
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DAY 3

JESUS OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Hebrews 5:1 Every high priest is selected from among the
people and is appointed to represent the people in matters
related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He
is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are
going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. 3
This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as
well as for the sins of the people. 4 And no one takes this
honor on himself, but he receives it when called by God,
just as Aaron was. 5 In the same way, Christ did not take
on himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God
said to him, “You are my Son; today I have become your
Father.”

GO DEEPER

Leviticus 16

APPLY

Think about the sin that Jesus took for you. Wow! Aren’t
you so thankful? Knowing this is not enough. We have to
believe and understand this truth. When you do, it changes
everything. We don’t work for Grace, we work from
Grace. How does your life show that you are working
from a place of Grace? You get what you don’t deserve.
There is no amount of serving, giving and loving God that
changes this. The way you live for God should simply
be a response to all that Jesus has done. How do you
serve God? Are you trying to prove something to Him?
Are you afraid to go to Him when you mess up? Jesus
shed His blood for mercy. You don’t get what you deserve
according to your sins. Are you responding to Jesus who
did what you could never do for yourself? Reflect and
answer these questions.

THOUGHTS

For many of us the word priest can often make us think of
a black robe and white collar, or of a Catholic ceremony.
You can tell by looking at a priest what his occupation is.
A priest in the old testament was also highly recognizable.
Priests were mediators in religious ceremonies, and they
were people who were set apart for that particular task or
set apart to be holy.
It was their job to stand in mediation for the Hebrews by
performing all the laws of God to absolve people of their
sins through various offerings and sacrifices. Only Aaron
and his descendants were assigned to be high priests, and
as such, only they were allowed into the Holy of Holies
(or the presence of God) in the tabernacle. And even that
was only once a year. Their job was to sprinkle blood on
the mercy seat of the ark of the covenant, to atone for the
sins of the Israelites.
When Jesus came, he fulfilled the requirements of the law
by presenting a perfect and complete offering that would
once and for all cleanse humanity from their sins. He
presented himself as the sacrifice and sprinkled his blood
on the mercy seat to atone for our sins as the high priest
in the Old Testament would have done. Jesus was both
the lamb and the high priest. He now stands as our high
priest still mediating between us and God. He has both the
authority and the appointment from God to represent you
and I to our Father in Heaven. He has cleansed us and is
our Great High Priest forever. We don’t receive a reprieve
once a year. Our King has overcome for us and now we
can live every day cleansed and washed of our shame and
guilt. The weight of sin is no longer something we have
to bear. He has not only cleansed us, but He has overcome
and now, because of that, we too have overcome. We don’t
deserve it, we just receive it as a true and precious gift.

PRAY

Jesus thank you for cleansing me. Thank you for being my High Priest forever. I praise you, my mediator,
who has made me right before God. Today I’m choosing to live in your mercy and grace. I will serve
you with my whole heart, not to receive Love, but because of the Love I have received already. Thank
you that I can live light because the weight of sin has been taken off of me. In Jesus Name Amen
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DAY 4

JESUS THE FORERUNNER
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Hebrews 6:13 When God made his promise to Abraham,
since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he
swore by himself, 14 saying, “I will surely bless you and
give you many descendants.” 15 And so after waiting
patiently, Abraham received what was promised. 16
People swear by someone greater than themselves, and the
oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument.
17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of
his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised,
he confirmed it with an oath. 18 God did this so that, by
two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God
to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before
us may be greatly encouraged. 19 We have this hope as
an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner
sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where our forerunner,
Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high
priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.

GO DEEPER

Ephesians 2:12-19 Psalm
103:8-17 Revelation 21:1-7

THOUGHTS

The word forerunner means: one who comes in advance
to a place where the rest are to follow. Where has Jesus
gone? Where are we to follow? Our forerunner Jesus has
gone ahead to the Holy of Holies. He is with the Father in
His presence. That’s where we are to go. We are to follow
Jesus into communion with our Father in Heaven. This
should give us great Hope; our hope is found in one place.
The anchor of our soul is firm and secure. It is Jesus, our
forerunner, who has gone behind the curtain for us. Our
hope is not in something fleeting. Our hope isn’t in a God
who would lie to us or trick us. Our hope in a God who
is faithful in every way and has now made us heirs to His
promise.
One thing I love about my husband coming home is
how it settles our kids. I don’t know how he does this
but it’s incredible to me that simply the presence of a
Father settles children’s emotions, their fears, and their
behavior. This is what our Father in heaven does with us.
Simply his presence settles us. That’s why we have to
follow Jesus, our forerunner, into God’s presence. God is
amazing because He makes a way to Him through Jesus,
and then He offers the freedom of being close to Him. Has
your hope been shaken? Have you been unsettled? Today
I have great encouragement for you. We have this Hope
that is the anchor for our soul. Our forerunner: Jesus. And
we have a Father in heaven who we can boldly approach
on His throne of grace because of Jesus.

APPLY

What have you been hoping for and trusting in lately? Is it anything other than Jesus? How can you put your hope back
in Jesus? How much time have you spent with your Father in Heaven? Are you close? Jesus made a way for us to find
that closeness. Have you been ruled by your emotions? Here is the way to peace: Come close to your Father in Heaven.

PRAY

Jesus today I am following you. You lead me close to my Father in Heaven. Thank you that the hope we have in you is
secure. Thank you for your presence that settles me. Today I put my trust in you. I give my worries, my fears, and my
anxieties to you because I know that you are good. You are faithful in every way. Thank you for the unshakable hope
that is in you, Jesus. Today I am anchored in hope because my life is built on the rock of Jesus.
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DAY 5

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is
better, since it is enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no
occasion to look for a second.8 For he finds fault with them when he says: “Behold, the days are coming, declares the
Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant
that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they
did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord. For this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them
on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and
each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 2 For I
will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” 13 In speaking of a new covenant, he
makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

JESUS OUR NEW COVENANT

THOUGHTS

Now, here’s a question that you are probably not asking yet, but one that I am none the less going to answer: “WHY
ALL THIS COVENANT TALK?!” Because God is jacked on covenant; He has worked through covenants since the
beginning of humanity in the garden, and all through the Old Testament with his chosen people, Israel. Here’s a challenge
for us as Christians: If God has demonstrated himself to be jacked about something, we better be rootin tootin sure we
are jacked about it too. So, what does engaging in covenant do? I’d like to metaphorically describe “covenant” as the
flint & fuel of relationships, in that a covenant kickstarts the combustion, but furthermore, it is the fuel that makes the
flame endure. FURTHERMORE (still metaphorically speaking), covenant is the special sauce of the main dish we
were created to be master chefs of…RELATIONSHIP. God is, and always has been the perfect picture of relationship.
This perfect relationship seems to always be preceded by these fiery, yet tasty effects of covenant. Here’s a beautiful
definition of the biblical covenant; “the arrangement between two parties involving mutual obligations; especially the
arrangement that established the relationship between God and his people, expressed in grace first with Israel and then
with the church” ((Elwell, W. A., & Beitzel, B. J. (1988). Covenant. In Baker encyclopedia of the Bible (Vol. 1, p. 530).
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House.)) Both the old covenants and the new covenant have something in common,
and that is God has been faithfully consistent in finding a way for us to get to Him (take 5 seconds a think about how
insane that is… the rest of this can wait… awesome, let’s get back to it!). It is important to note that, old & new, Gods
covenants were flawless. The flaw that comes into play (Heb 8:7) is in us, not the covenant itself …. a flawed people
that could not handle the first flawless covenant. So Jesus made a new covenant that made a way to deal with our flaws.
Here’s the thing about the new covenant…it works! We can actually pull this one off; the only reason we can is summed
up in one word “J-E-S-U-S”. Both because he was able to fulfill the old covenant, and because he is God; he became
the new covenant. Now when we have a revelation of faith in Him, in the dearest part of our being, and confess Him as
Lord, we are able, as flawed humans, to uphold our end of His once again flawless covenant. The newer one, the better
one, the Jesus one.

APPLY

Lean HARD into your revelation of Jesus! The old covenant was incredibly complex in its nature, the new one has a
beautiful straightforwardness to it, yet is ever mysterious! We will work our whole lives unravelling the mysteries of
Jesus... If ever in doubt, rest assured that Jesus not only has made a way, he most literally is “the way”! Understand how
big of a deal it is that we are able to be in relationship with God; It is what I believe to be the most impossibly ridiculous
thing to ever happen… What a good loving God!

GO DEEPER

Heb 10:26-29 Heb 8:10 (this speaks of the Holy Spirit being with us, helping us)

PRAY

Lord thank you that you made a new covenant with me. One that has nothing to do with my good works and
everything to do with your completed work on the cross. Help me to understand covenant in a culture that places little
value on commitment. Help me to walk in this covenant with you and help me to live as a covenant keeper in all my
relationships. In Jesus Name. Amen
WEEK 7 : JESUS IN THE BOOK OF HEBREWS

DAY 6

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Hebrews 9:11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good
things that are now already here, he went through the greater and
more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is
to say, is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means of
the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place
once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 13
The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on
those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are
outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God,
cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may
serve the living God! 15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a
new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised
eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them
free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 16 In the case
of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, 17
because a will is in force only when somebody has died; it never takes
effect while the one who made it is living. 18 This is why even the
first covenant was not put into effect without blood. 19 When Moses
had proclaimed every command of the law to all the people, he took
the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet wool and branches
of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people. 20 He said,
“This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you
to keep.” 21 In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the
tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. 22 In fact, the law
requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without
the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 23 It was necessary,
then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these
sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices
than these. 24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human
hands that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself,
now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25 Nor did he enter heaven to
offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most
Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. 26 Otherwise
Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the
world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages
to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as people are
destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ
was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear
a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are
waiting for him.

APPLY

Reflect on Jesus blood and what it has done for us. This gift that is all
encompassing, once and for all. How does that change your day to
day life? How do you apply this truth and make it practical?

PRAY

CHRIST’S
BLOOD ONCE
AND FOR ALL
THOUGHTS

Why blood? Why would God decide that blood
was so important? Blood is about identity;
it’s about family. Identity is very important.
It determines who you are and who you will
become. That is why blood is so important to
God. It’s what makes us Sons and Daughters
of God. Which makes sense. Family is blood.
The requirements of the law was blood. Jesus
legally had to fulfill the law, which he did, with
His own blood. He did it once and for all. Jesus’
blood dealt with all our sins- past, present and
future. What Jesus did was forever and ever,
and it makes us sons and daughters.
The way we are born into this world, as a
baby, and then learn and grow and change over
time is also what happens to us spiritually as
we learn and grow and change as a Christian.
The salvation experience is immediate, but
growth happens over time through repentance
and change. That means every time we sin,
his blood is enough to cover it, cleanse us, and
put us back in right standing again with God.
Every single time. We won ’t stop that process
until we stand before our Father in Heaven. We
are anxiously awaiting that day. It is not a day
that we should dread, like going to the dentist,
but more like someone planning a wedding.
You look forward to that day and you prepare
for that day because it’s so special and a day
you’ve dreamed about your entire life. We are
like the bride preparing for her wedding. We
are being cleansed, washed by the blood and
it is changing us day by day. It is preparing
us to stand confidently in front of our Father.
Nothing will compare to hearing our Father say,
“Well done good and faithful servant” when we
enter into eternity with God. That moment, and
our eternal rest, are only possible because of
Christ’s blood.

Thank you, Jesus, for your blood that was shed for me. Thank you that you handled my sin once and for all. Today I
choose to prepare and grow. I want to become more like you Jesus. Help me to grow and change every single day to
conform to the image of Christ. Amen
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GO DEEPER

1 John 1:7, Hebrews
9:22, Leviticus 4:3

DAY 7

APPENDIX:

WEEK

3

DAY

4

WHAT JESUS WENT THROUGH ON
THE CROSS FOR US AS PROPHESIED
THROUGHOUT THE OLD TESTAMENT:

Abandonment and Rejection (Isaiah 53:3) Jesus puts the fatherless in families and cares for them
as His own! He makes Himself known to them in special ways that bring healing and belonging. He
delights in being a good, good Father!
Agony (Luke 22:44 Jesus sweat drops of blood. Isaiah 53:10-11) Jesus understands the agony that
comes against our lives. This can be the tragedy of losing a child or loved one, an agony so deep, beyond
words. I have lost three children by miscarriage and I only found healing and freedom from bitterness
and pain in the miracle love of His sacrifice and new life He has given me in His presence as I worship
Him. I have experienced the miracle of two amazing children since and four amazing grandchildren.
Life is precious!
Betrayal of intimacy (Luke 22:48 Betrayed with a kiss) Jesus understood and experienced Judas
betraying Him with a kiss. So many intimate relationships have broken promises and the betrayal is
like a tearing apart of our heart. Jesus bore this and has the power and love to heal a broken heart and
restore trust.
Mocking and cursing (Luke 22:63-65) Jesus was falsely accused and mocked by judgmental and
religious people. He bore the brunt of brutal bullying! He broke the power of death words and by His
sacrifice we can release forgiveness and receive His love as One who has paid this price to free us by
His precious blood cleansing away the sting of viperous words! His word rebuilds our lives and restores
our trust and identity in Him.
Nakedness and shame (Matthew 27:27-31) Jesus experienced a platoon of soldiers stripping Him! He
broke the power of nakedness and His blood can wash away the stain of these experiences that dishonor
our lives. He can clothe and dress us with dignity and honor again. In His presence we are restored and
made beautiful and whole in His sight!
Lamb to the slaughter (Isaiah 53:7) Jesus came to seek and to save the lost lambs. His eye is on the
one who has suffered abuse physically, emotionally, or mentally. He was slaughtered as a pure lamb
who couldn’t protect Himself. He broke the power of abuse and is the only one who can seek to find,
heal, and restore a lost lamb\soul!
Whipping (Isaiah 53:5; Psalm 129:3) Jesus broke the power of infirmity and sickness that comes
against our lives. My one grandmother was healed of leukemia and my other grandmother was healed
of curvature of the spine. He paid the price to break the power and authority of sickness to ravish our
lives by His back being plowed with whips. We have the privilege to believe for miracles of healing
because of His sacrifice. By His stripes we are healed!

CONGRATULATIONS!

We are at the end of six weeks of diving deeper into Gods word and discovering more
about Jesus. Our prayer is that you know him better, love him deeper and are centered
on him like never before. While this may be the end of this devotional – it is certainly
not the end of uncovering more and more of who Christ is. The bible is clear we will
spend eternity doing that. Hopefully you now have a daily practice of reading Gods’
word – don’t let that stop. Keep reading, studying, digging, learning, & growing!!
Because really what else is there in this life? In the words of Paul “Yes, everything else
is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”

